
 
AAUW Board Meeting 

October 24, 2016 
 

 
In attendance:   
Saundra Theis, Elaine Hamlin, Sunny Anderson, Priscilla Arnold, Kathy Brandon, 
Carryl Breon, Chris Donchin, Christine Fernlund, Phyllis Fernlund, Kathy 
Gorman, Mimi Pippel, Diana Quirk, , Janet Troy and Kate Wolf-Pizer 
 
Absent:   
Sandra Coyner, Gretchen King, Peggy Moore 
 
The meeting was called to order with a quorum present.  Minutes from the 
August and September board meetings were approved with no changes.   
 
 
FINANCIAL REPORT 
 
Budget – Diana Quirk reviewed the proposed 2016-17 budget.  It is close to a 
balanced budget ($200 short fall).  The budget was approved, with no changes.   
 
Conference Reimbursement – The National convention is this year in 
Washington, DC.  Typically, the branch has reimbursed the registration fee for 
those attending the State convention.  However, registration for National is 
$550/person, an amount beyond the resources of the branch.  The board will 
again review the options (send President or President-elect to National, use 
budget line for attendees to State convention, etc.) at the November meeting.   
 
Liability Insurance – In most cases liability insurance is not required for 
organizations that have no employees.  Two exceptions could apply to AAUW if 
sued by:  1) a student who was not selected to receive a scholarship, or 2) a 
board member who was removed from the Board.  The Board voted to purchase 
liability insurance (2 members dissenting).  Kate Wolf-Pizer offered to pay the 
first year’s premium.  Quotes ranged from $800-$1200, but AAUW National 
negotiated a rate of $317 from AHT for a liability policy.   
 
 
  



OLD BUSINESS 
 
Holiday Party – (Sunny Anderson) Sunny will follow-up with the people 
responded to the appeal for assistance with the holiday party.  It was 
recommended the team use RSVP software to track who is coming and what 
they are bringing.  Maureen Wilson-Jarrard has a good software program.   
 
Celebration of Scholars Report – A possible key-note speaker has been 
identified.  Mimi Pippel still needs a co-Chair to help with the event.   
 
$$4Scholars – (Chris Donchin) The sale generated over $10,000.  Once the 
sponsor’s check is received, AAUW Ashland will recognize net revenues of 
$9,700!  The committee has earmarked $2000 for the Endowment Funds at SOU 
and RCC.  The remainder will be applied to scholarships, half ($3,850) for the 
current fiscal year and half for scholarships awarded in 2017-18.   
   
 
LIAISON REPORTS 
 
Membership – (Priscilla Arnold) Five visitors (three have since joined AAUW) 
attended the October Branch Meeting featuring Rebecca Bender, survivor of 
human trafficking and founder of Rebecca Bender Initiative (RBI).   
   
13 new and six “seasoned” members attended the orientation at Carryl Breon’s 
this month.  Another lunch will be planned for early 2017 for the five who could 
not attend this time and any additional new members.   
 
Although the Branch Directory was just published, Priscilla will be sending two 
pages of updates and information about new members.  As always – look for the 
green dots at meetings & give special welcome to the new members. 
 
Public Policy – (Kathy Brandon) Public Policy asked that AAUW Ashland 
consider funding a $1,200 scholarship for one survivor of human trafficking to 
attend RBI’s intensive 16-week on-line training program, “Elevate”.  The course 
enables victims to receive services regardless of where they live and aims to 
provide survivors with deeper levels of healing and development as well as 
leadership training.  Those completing the training also receive 12 months of 
support from RBI.  Decision pending.  
 
Newsletter – (Mimi Pippel) Pat Brewer and Ellen Fowler are the editors of The 
Vision.  Margaret Karsten has joined the team as a new proofreader.   
 
 
  



NEW BUSINESS 
 
1.  Count Her In – (Kathy Brandon) In response to a proposal from the Public 

Policy team, the Board voted unanimously to endorse this initiative.  The 
Women’s Foundation of Oregon, after a year of research and a state-wide 
“listening tour”, published a 120-page report on the status of women in 
Oregon.  Public Policy recommended that the report data be used as a tool to 
advance our mission.  Both the full report and an Executive Summary Report 
are available on-line at www.womensfoundationoforegon.org.   

 
2.  South District  

Meeting – (Phyllis Fernlund) The South District Meeting on October 22nd 
included an excellent panel discussion by two of the students who attended 
NCCWSL, moderated by Mimi Pippel.  Fortunately, both the new RCC and SOU 
Presidents attended and were favorably impressed with the students and 
AAUW’s programs.  Attendees also met with the new President of AAUW 
Oregon, Kathi Dew (Bend Branch) and past President, Joyce Zook. 

South District Representative for 2017-18 – Phyllis Fernlund will be completing 
her two-year term in June.  The State organization is looking for someone to take 
on this responsibility.  Interested members should contact Phyllis for more 
details.  
 
State Grants – (Sandy Theis) AAUW Oregon announced that it has $500 grants 
available on a first come / first served basis.  Branches can submit a grant 
application for programs that support one of the State’s three 2016-17 objectives:  
Public Policy, College / University Partnerships, or Membership / Leadership.  A 
committee (Janet Troy, Mimi Pippel, Phyllis Fernlund, and Elaine Hamlin) was 
assembled to recommend a branch program that would qualify.   
 
3.  Scholarships – The Branch needs to establish a written definition of 

“Scholarships”.  A committee has been assembled to determine if scholarship 
awards are limited to RCC and SOU, or may include other organizations.  In 
the past, AAUW Ashland has provided scholarships for girls to attend 
programs offered by organizations such as AWSEM, Rose Circle, 
ScienceWorks, etc.  The committee (Sunny Anderson, Kate Wolf-Pizer, Kathy 
Brandon, Chris Donchin, Sandy Theis, Bessie Azari, and Pat Brewer) will 
present a recommendation to the Board at the November or January meeting.   

  



4.  Editors needed 
 

The Vision – The Ashland Branch needs one more person to help with the 
Branch newsletter.  Anyone interested should contact Pat Brewer or Ellen 
Fowler. 

   
State Newsletter – Want to get involved at the State level?  AAUW Oregon is 
looking for someone to assemble the State newsletter.  Content will be provided 
by Ann Evenson, Communications Chair, but they need someone to do the 
design and assembly.  The designer may utilized the software program of her 
choice.  Please contact Phyllis Fernlund if interested.   

  
 
 UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
Nov 10th – Branch Meeting, 5:00 – 7:30pm (Child Advocacy) 
Nov 28th – Board Meeting   
Dec 9th – Holiday Party & Fundraiser, 6:30 – 9:30pm 
Jan 14th – Branch Meeting, 9:30 – 12:30 (Public Policy & Lobby Day) 
Jan 23rd – Board Meeting   
 
 
PARKING LOT 
 
By-Laws Compliance – the branch must modify the by-laws to conform to 
changes in the National guidelines.  Sandra Coyner, AAUW Ashland 
Parliamentarian, is the subject matter expert.  Sandi and Elaine will work with 
Sandra to review and adjust the AAUW Ashland by-laws by the January, 2017 
due date. 
 
February 11th Branch Meeting – Designing Divas will provide an overview of 
the information available on the branch, state, and national websites.  It was 
recommended they include the Cokie Roberts’ video, “Barriers and Bias”, which 
is available on the National website.   
   
Member training – Now that the Vanguard account has been opened, members 
can avoid capital gains by making contributions directly from their 401k or 403b 
accounts.   
 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 4:48pm. 
Respectfully submitted by Christine Fernlund 
 
 
 


