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AAUW Board Meeting 
November 28, 2016 

 

Today is the 135 year anniversary of AAUW. 
In 1881, 17 women formed a committee to identify ways 

to better the lives of college-educated women. 
 
In attendance:  Saundra Theis, Elaine Hamlin, Priscilla Arnold, Kathy Brandon, Carryl 
Breon, Chris Donchin, Christine Fernlund, Phyllis Fernlund, Kathy Gorman, Gretchen 
King, Mimi Pippel, Diana Quirk, Janet Troy and Kate Wolf-Pizer 

Absent:  Sunny Anderson, Sandra Coyner, Peggy Moore 
 
The meeting was called to order with a quorum present.  Minutes from the October 
board meeting were approved with no changes.   
 
FINANCIAL REPORT  (Diana Quirk) – The branch liability insurance has been renewed 
and a coverage plan for the board has been purchased.  Kate Wolf-Pizer paid the first 
year’s premium.   
 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
Nov 9th Branch Meeting – The CASA presentation was well received. 
 
Dec 9th Holiday Party – (Gretchen King) Members are encouraged to RSVP to the all-
member invitation which was sent earlier this month.   
 
Jan 14th Branch Meeting – (Gretchen King) The speaker will be Pam Marsh, the 
newly-elected state representative from District 5 (Peter Buckley’s former seat).  In 
addition, members of the Public Policy team will provide information regarding lobbying 
at the state level and plans for Lobby Day in February.   
 
Feb 11th Branch Meeting – (Mimi Pippel) The website overviews will include a tutorial 
of the branch site by Carol Mockridge and a video from the National site, “Barriers and 
Bias”, hosted by Cokie Roberts.   
 
Bylaws – (Elaine Hamlin and Sandy Theis) The co-Presidents reformatted the branch 
bylaws to comply with new National guidelines.  The board approved the project and a 
final version will be posted on the branch website when approved by AAUW National..   
 
District, State, and National participation – (Sandy Theis) The budget includes a line 
item of $1300, allocated to support attendance at AAUW conferences.  The board 
agreed to reserve enough money to pay mileage and registration fees for two people to 
attend the State convention.  The balance of the money will be divided among the 
members attending the National Convention in Washington, DC. 
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E-mails -- (Elaine Hamlin and Sandy Theis) Some members have reported they have 
not received announcements and/or newsletters.  Everyone should check their spam 
folders for communications from Maureen Wilson-Jarrard.  All broadcast messaging is 
sent to the co-Presidents for approval; they forward the approved copy to Maureen who 
sends the all-member emails.   
   
 
LIAISON REPORTS 
 
Community Projects (Gretchen King) 
Maslow Project at AHS -- Contributions collected at the November general meeting and 
at the holiday party will be used to purchase gift certificates to BiMart and Target. 
Dunn House – The project this year is purchasing new vacuum cleaners for the 
shelter.  The fund raiser is planned for the January meeting.  
 
Membership (Priscilla Arnold) – AAUW Ashland continues to attract new members at a 
steady pace.  The next orientation event is planned for January, and another is 
anticipated in the spring.  They are an important way to let new members introduce 
themselves and meet some of the more “seasoned” members (thanks to Kori Calvert for 
coining that term!).  As of this report, we have 177 members.   
 
Communications (Janet Troy) – The Newsletter Committee has recruited a new co-
editor to join the team, Marissa Stone. 
 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Fundraising Team – (Sandy Theis) The $$4Scholars steering committee 
recommended the proceeds be allocated as follows: 
 20% for endowment funds at RCC and SOU. Chris Donchin will ask the Endowment 

Committee to recommend how those monies will be divided between SOU and 
RCC.   

 40% will be applied to scholarships for the current fiscal year  
 40% will be for scholarships awarded in 2017-18.   
Diana Quirk recommended that the money held for 2017-18 academic year be moved to 
the Vanguard account.  The savings account returns are minimal (about 32 
cents/month) and Vanguard is expected to yield an average of 5-7% annually. 
 
This group also recommended a Community Grants sub-committee to raise funds for 
special projects.  These could involve community grants to local organizations such as 
AWSEM, ScienceWorks, and Rose Circle, or for AAUW Branch projects like sending 
SOU students to NCCWSL or supporting Public Policy initiatives.  They would meet in 
August to determine 2-3 projects for the coming year. Suggestions of people to be on 
this sub-committee included Carryl Breon, Sara Brown, Diana Quirk, and Chris Donchin. 
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The committee is looking for ideas for small fundraising events the branch can host 
throughout the year that target non-members.  By expanding the target market, the 
branch will expand public awareness of AAUW as well as bring in OPM (“other people’s 
money”).  Anyone interested in joining the committee should contact Chris Donchin.   
 
Grant Team Report – (Janet Troy) A team of Janet Troy, Mimi Pippel, Phyllis Fernlund, 
and Elaine Hamlin met to develop a proposal in response to a request from AAUW 
Oregon for grant proposals.  Make Your Voice Heard is a project to identify local, state, 
and national resources for members to use to advocate for enactment of AAUW public 
policy priorities as well as to identify and recruit members to attend Lobby Day in 
Salem.  Small groups of members will meet in homes the week January 23-30; 
members Julie Benezet, Carryl Breon, and Kate Wolf-Pizor will be the hosts.   
 
Janet Troy prepared a grant proposal requesting $500 from AAUW Oregon for printing 
resource booklets that will be given to attendees at the information session and will be 
posted on the branch website.  The information in the booklets will also be shared with 
the other branches in the South District.  The balance of the grant award would be used 
for stipends for members who attend Lobby Day.  
 
Nominating Committee – (Elaine Hamlin & Sandy Theis) According to AAUW 
Ashland’s bylaws, it is now time to form the nominating committee and begin identifying 
people to fill positions for next year’s leadership.  Sandy Theis, Mimi Pippel, and 
Priscilla Arnold have joined the committee.  In order to ensure new members are 
included, Sandy will contact Karen Spence for a recommendation of someone from last 
year’s Membership Committee to join the team.   
 
Date Changes –  
Celebration of Scholars – Due to a special event at SOU, Celebration of Scholars has 
been rescheduled for Wednesday evening, May 24th.   Linda Schott, SOU President, will 
attend and give the welcome speech.   
April 15th Branch Meeting – This meeting is scheduled for the day before Easter.  
Since that is the Presidents’ Meeting, it is important that members attend and many may 
be out of town.  Elaine Hamlin will check with SOU to see if April 29th is available.   
 
 
OTHER 
 
 Sandra Coyner will have hip surgery on Wednesday, November 30th. 
 Kathy Brandon resigned from the Public Policy team.  We thank her for her 

contributions to Public Policy over the past six years, both as a member of the team 
and for serving as Chair this year.   

 Next board meeting will be January 23rd at 3:30pm; no meeting in December. 
 
 
The meeting was adjourned at exactly 5pm. 
Respectfully submitted by Christine Fernlund 


