
AAUW Board Meeting       
August 22, 2016 
 
In attendance:  Saundra Theis, Elaine Hamlin, Sunny Anderson, Priscilla Arnold, Kathy 
Brandon, Sandra Coyner, Kathy Gorman, Gretchen King, Mimi Pippel, Diana Quirk, and 
Janet Troy 
Absent:  Carryl Breon, Chris Donchin, Phyllis Fernlund, Peggy Moore, Kate Wolf-Pizer 
 
The meeting was called to order with a quorum present.  Minutes from the Board retreat 
of June, 2016 were accepted by consensus.   
 
Financial Report:  
Diana Quirk presented a draft budget.  The following items were discussed: 
1.  Directors & Officer Liability – There have been several requests for a policy that 

would cover AAUW Ashland Board members.  The co-Presidents appointed an ad 
hoc to investigate and make their recommendation at the October meeting.  
Suggested members are:  Christine Fernlund, Kathy Gorman, Diana Quirk, Sandy 
Theis, and Kate Wolf-Pizer.  

2. Mileage for attendance at AAUW functions outside of Ashland – In order to 
encourage more member participation, a rate of 30 cents/mile was established and 
will be budgeted. The Federal rate is 58 cents; both State and National reimburse at 
a rate of 50 cents per mile.  In the past attendees have often donated transportation 
costs, and it was noted that they are now tax deductible.    

3. New Brochure – Currently we have about 40 brochures remaining.  Mimi Pippel 
reported that a new brochure is being created. 

4. The budget will be presented at the October Board meeting for approval. 
 
Strategic Planning Report   
Sandra Coyner presented a draft of the work done by the Strategic Planning Committee 
and the Board approved the plan.  The plan should be consulted throughout the year 
and revised on an annual basis.  It includes five goals, indicators of success for each, 
and activities to be conducted this year.  Sandy Theis will present the plan to the branch 
membership at the next meeting.   
 
AAUW Oregon State Priorities  
Saundra Theis reported that AAUW Ashland has a good working relationship with the 
state President and Public Policy Chair.  Three of the branch’s focus areas are also 
priorities set by the state organization: 
1. Public Policy initiatives 
2. Leadership development 
3. University/College partnerships 

 
Hospitality 
We will use SOU catering for the two largest branch meetings (Sept. and April).  For the 
other five monthly meetings, drinks will be catered and members will be asked to 
provide refreshments.  Elaine Hamlin will organize this activity. 



 
LIAISON REPORTS 
 
Public Policy 
Kathy Brandon submitted a written public policy report that highlighted current Branch 
activities involving State and local priorities.  She reported that the Ashland City Council 
voted to support CEDAW (Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination 
Against Women), an International treaty adopted by the United Nations in 1979, and an 
AAUW-backed initiative. 
 
Membership 
Priscilla Arnold presented the membership report.  Maureen Wilson-Jarrard has taken 
responsibility for all-member e-mail communications. The Board requested written 
guidelines for appropriate broadcast emails which would include provisions for 
“exceptional” messages approved by the co-Presidents.   
 
 
OTHER BUSINESS 
 
South District meeting  
On Saturday, October 22nd, all members from the South District AAUW branches 
(Ashland, Grants Pass, Klamath, Lakeview, and Medford) are encouraged to attend a 
meeting at SOU.  Mimi Pippel will lead a panel discussion by the students who attended 
NCCWSL, giving them an opportunity to discuss their experiences at the leadership 
training conference.  It will also provide an opportunity to meet the new President of 
AAUW Oregon, Kathy Dew (Bend Branch); past President, Joyce Zook; and members 
from the other Southern Oregon branches.  Both the RCC and SOU Presidents have 
been invited to attend.   
 
Member Survey 
Before developing a member survey, the Board wants to thoroughly define the goals of 
such an initiative.  Those discussions will be scheduled for a future meeting.   
 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 5:07pm 
 
Respectfully submitted by Christine Fernlund 
 


