
October Branch Meeting
Saturday, October 7

You won’t want to miss our October Branch meeting.  Our guest 
and featured speaker will be Irene Kai, co-founder of the Ashland 
Culture of Peace Commission.  An artist, author, publisher, 
teacher, and activist, Irene will share her fascinating journey of 
self-discovery.

When:   Saturday, October 7, 9:30 am-12 noon
Where:  SOU Stevenson Union, Diversions Room
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Welcome Back!
You don’t want to miss out on opportunities to meet new members, 
renew friendships, learn about the upcoming AAUW year, and sign 
up to participate in AAUW activities. We will gather at 9:30 am for 
beverages and a light snack at the SOU Stevenson Union Rogue 
River Room on Saturday, September 9. You’ll learn about the exciting 
programs planned for the year and you will be able to sign up for 
interest groups, activities, and friendship circles. We are pleased 
to have a report from the four members who attended the AAUW 
National Convention in Washington, D.C. 
We look forward to seeing you on September 9 to kick off our new 
AAUW Ashland year!

Sandy Theis and Gretchen King
Co-Presidents

September 9, 2017
SAT., 9:30 am–12 noon
Welcome Back Meeting
Rogue River Room
SOU Stevenson Union

November 16, 2017
THURS., 5–7:30 pm
Branch Meeting
Speaker: Jean Houston
SOU Music Hall

December 8, 2017
FRI., 6:30–9:30 pm
Holiday Party and
Maslow Project Fundraiser
Diversions Room, SOU 

January 13, 2018
SAT., 9:30 am–12 noon
Public Policy Presentations
Diversions Room, SOU

February 8, 2018 
THURS., 5–7:30 pm
Branch Meeting
Speaker: Sky Loos,
Planned Parenthood
Diversions Room, SOU

March 10, 2018
SAT., 9:30 am–12 noon
Program TBD
Diversions Room, SOU

April 14, 2018
SAT., 9:30 am–12 noon
AAUW Ashland  
Annual Meeting 
Diversions Room, SOU

May 22, 2018
TUES., 6–9 pm 
Celebration of Scholars
Rogue River Room, SOU

June 22, 2018
FRI., 10 am–2 pm
Annual Board Retreat
Ashland Public Library, 
Guanajuato Room

Calendar: 2017–2018
October 7, 2017
SAT., 9:30 am–12 noon 
Branch Meeting 
Speaker: Irene Kai, Ashland 
Culture of Peace Commission
Diversions Room, SOU 

New 2017-2018 AAUW Ashland Membership Directory 
Available at September Branch Meeting.  

See page 5 for details

Education is the movement from darkness to light. 
–Allan Bloom

http://ashland-or.aauw.net
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Board Notes
May 2017 Meeting

Thanks to co-President elect Gretchen King for taking minutes.

COMMITTE REPORTS

Membership Chair Priscilla Arnold 
reported the final membership count 
for this year is 191 members. About 70 
renewals are outstanding.
Designing Divas Chair Mimi Pippel 
reported that 2016 Board minutes are on 
the web site and 2015 minutes will also be 
added. They can be located at Activities- 
Meetings – board meetings.
Chris Donchin reported that the intent of 
the “named gifts” such as the Shih-Axelrod 
annual scholarship is to reflect interest 
earned that year to the donation. Named 
gifts are given for a cumulative total of 
$50,000. A policy outlining this will be 
presented to the Board next fall and, when 
approved, be added to the scholarship 
binder and the website. It was agreed that 
the scholarship amount should reflect 
the income generated by the gift but the 
final amount would be a decision of the 
Scholarship Committee.
Mimi reported for the Public Policy 
committee that the Clothesline Project 
at SOU was a huge success and AAUW 
received great exposure. The Equal Pay Bill 
passed in the Oregon House and Senate 
with credit to those who lobbied Senator 
DeBoer. Thank you letters will be written.
It was decided to keep the Maslow Project in 
Community Partners, rather than moving 
it to the Hospitality Committee, with the 
understanding that the person in charge 
would work with the Holiday Committee.

UNFILLED POSITIONS

The following positons remain unfilled 
(co-finance chair; co-scholarship chair, 
celebration of scholars co-chairs; District 
Representative (Mimi Pippel is seriously 
considering accepting this position). There 
was discussion regarding the possibility of 
hiring someone to enter data into Quick 
Books and finding a member to evaluate 
the financial reports and make financial 
decisions.

JOB DESCRIPTIONS

There was unanimous acclaim for Elaine’s 
efforts in updating the job descriptions. 
It was agreed that South District 
representative position should be added 
and noted to be a district position.

CELEBRATION OF SCHOLARS UPDATE

Heartfelt thanks to Rob Pippel for the pro-
duction of the beautiful programs. Mimi has 
printed certificates to be handed out to the 
scholars and, using our national discount, 
Mimi was able to print 200 for $290.

RECRUITMENT

We have volunteers to work the table at 
the OLLI Open house at SOU. National 
has high quality PSA’s available on their 
website which can be used.

–Peggy Moore

Ashland Branch Leadership
2017–2018 Board of Directors, Committee Chairs, and Key 
Committee Members (July 1, 2017 to June 30, 2018)

Co-Presidents: Sandy Theis & Gretchen King
Financial Officer: Diana Quirk 
Recording Secretary: Peggy Moore
Board Members-at-Large: Julie Benezet & Pam Shay
Parliamentarian: Sandra Coyner

Membership Chair & Board Liaison: Priscilla Arnold
• Membership Welcoming Coordinator: Erin Finklea
• Membership Communication Coordinator: Maureen Wilson-Jarrard
• Directory Editor: Linda Lipkind
• Contact Secretary: Rosemary Adalian

Communications Chair & Board Liaison: Janet Troy
• Webmaster: Designing Divas (Mimi Pippel, Carol Mockridge, Ginny Dugan, Pat Brewer)
• Newsletter Managing Editors: Pat Brewer, Ellen Fowler, Marisa Stone 

Public Relations Chair & Board Liaison: TBA
• Photographer: Alice Mallory
• Historians: Alice Mallory, Jean Conger
• Chamber Liaison: Donna Wright
• University Partner Chairs: Mimi Pippel, Olena Black

Program Chairs & Board Liaison: 
• Branch Meetings: Tricia Acheatel
• Celebration of Scholars: TBA
• Salons: Chris Donchin, Karen Spence
• Interest Groups: Shannon Stuver
• Friendship Circles: Elaine Sweet

Community Projects Chair & Board Liaison: Carol Ryan 
• AWSEM: Carryl Breon
• Scholarships: Wanda Chin & Kate Wolf-Pizor
• Strong Girls/Strong Women: Sara Brown
• WIN: Carol Ryan

Fundraising Chair: Chris Donchin
• AAUW Funds: Chris Donchin
• AAUW Ashland Endowment Funds: Jean Conger:
• $$$ 4 Scholars: TBA

Public Policy Chair & Board Liaison: Paula Wiiken
AAUW Oregon Public Policy Committee member: Regina Ayars 
South District Chair: Mimi Pippel
Hospitality Team Chair: Catherine Lutes
Holiday Party Team Chair: Catherine Lutes

It is better to light a candle 
than curse the darkness.

—Eleanor Roosevelt
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Public Policy

Oregon Expands Pay Equity Law

On June 1, Governor Kate Brown signed 
The Oregon Equal Pay Act of 2017.  The Act 
improves current pay equity protections, 
prohibits employers from screening 
prospective employees based on salary 
history, and expands legal remedies for 
those who have suffered pay discrimination.
This legislation is intended to help reduce 
pay inequity for Oregon women.  For 
each dollar that a man in Oregon earns, 
Hispanic women in Oregon make only 53 
cents, Native American women 69 cents, 
black women 77 cents, Asian women 79 
cents, and white women 83 cents.  Source: 
EconNorthwest analysis of 2014 Census data.
There are ten protected classes under the 
new law, including race, sex, national 
origin, and age.  Comparable work is 
now defined as “substantially similar 
knowledge, skill, effort, responsibility and 
working conditions in the performance 
of work, regardless of job description 
or job title.”  The Act forbids employers 
from screening applicants based on salary 
history or seeking an applicant’s salary 
history, either from the applicant or from 
a current or former employer.
Most of the provisions of the act will go 
into effect January 1, 2019, although the 
prohibition against employers asking for 
past salary becomes effective in October 
2017.  Due to a compromise with Oregon 
business leaders, no civil actions against 
employers who seek salary history are 
permitted until January 2024.
Source:  National Law Review
Paula Wiiken, Public Policy Committee Chair

The Power of Your Story
“Personal Stories are a powerful tool that 
can help raise awareness, educate the public, 
and affect policy and legislation,” FAMILIES 
USA, Story Bank.  
AAUW is a leader and in the forefront 
of empowering women in education, the 
workplace, and society.  Personal stories 
touch us in a way that delves into the very 
core of being human.  Media and politicians 
are well aware that “human interest 
coverage” captures the heart of readers, 
promotes empathy, and solicits support or 
rejection of policies and issues. 
My own story unfolded as a part of my 
participation in Lobby Day at the nation’s 
capitol during the June, 2017 AAUW 
National Convention.  There, delegates from 
around the country were educated in the 
art of political conversation and persuasion 
to convey our message and ask for support 
for two key issues: Title IX and Student 
Debt.  We were coached in tactics including 
the use of personal stories or anecdotes 
interwoven with facts and adherence to our 
mission standards.  I had a relevant story to 
tell about student debt and my experiences 
as a single mom of two college students, and 
I was literally drafted into speaking before 
our congressional representatives and on 
camera with little time to prepare!  But as I 
learned, it was an opportunity to candidly 
speak about an issue that affects thousands 
of women and their families: I was a 
storyteller and they listened!
The next day I attended a workshop 
on “Capturing Attention through 
Storytelling,” presented by Amy Becker, 
AAUW Political Media Manager.  Amy 
said: “It is more important than ever to 
come forward and share your experiences 
as a women in America.  AAUW wants 

to hear from you and provide a platform 
for you to positively influence change.”  
She led our group through the process 
of collecting and sharing stories and 
promoted utilization of our own AAUW 
National “story bank:” accessible on the 
AAUW website: Story Bank.  AAUW 
seeks stories that highlight our mission 
and illustrate what we need to accomplish 
and promote our accomplishments. 
In Oregon personal stories were 
instrumental in the passage of the Equal Pay 
Act of 2017.  The testimonials of AAUW 
members, including Sunny Anderson,  
 
 
 

were effectively shared in hearings prior to 
passage.  This year Oregon AAUW state 
and local public policy will be requesting 
your stories referencing issues of family 
and medical workplace leave, private 
school vouchers/savings accounts, and 
employment related daycare.  Please share 
these with your public policy team or the 
national AAUW Story Bank. 

–Kathy Brandon
For more about our members’ trip to the 
AAUW National Convention, please visit our 
Branch website.

Above: Public Policy team: From left, 
Lesley Kaufman, Kathy Brandon, 
Bessie Azari, Sara Brown, Gretchen 
King, Paula Wiiken, Lyn Gutierrez, 
Mary Coombs, Julie Benezet

Left: National Convention Attendees: 
From left, Mimi Pippel, Regina Ayars, 
Kathy Brandon, Bessie Azari

I say there is no darkness but ignorance.
—William Shakespeare3
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Our Members in South Africa

On a recent trip to South Africa with the 
Southern Oregon University Democracy 
Project, Ashland AAUW members Lesley 
Kaufman and Marisa Stone had the chance 
to see how the youngest democracy in the 
world is faring.  By any political, economic, 
or social measure, it is languishing.
In 1994, the election of Nelson Mandela 
sent a wave of euphoria throughout South 
Africa. It was hoped that this election would 
put an end to decades of harsh repression 
against the vast majority of South Africa’s 
citizens. Unfortunately, that euphoria 
turned to crushing disappointment in 2009 
with the rise of Jacob Zuma to president 
of the African National Congress (ANC).  
He has been accused of filling posts in 
key institutions with loyalists, packing 
party committees with supporters, and 
maintaining inappropriate relations with 
a powerful family of local tycoons.  The 
74-year-old has been named in hundreds 
of corruption charges but denies any 
wrongdoing.  Sounds a bit familiar! In 
August he managed to narrowly survive 
a constitutional motion of no confidence.  
While he lives in a multi-million dollar 
house, financed by the billionaire Gupta 
family, thousands of his fellow countrymen 
live in corrugated tin shacks without benefit 
of running water or electricity.
Such was the scene that greeted us on 
a tour of Soweto (an abbreviation for 
Johannesburg’s South West Townships).  
Our tour guide, Queen, told us that many 
of the people living in these tin shacks were 
on a waiting list for an actual house.  We 
saw these more “upscale” houses.   They 
were small rectangular brick structures with 
two or three rooms, but they had running 
water and electricity.   Queen also told us 

that many of the young girls in these shanty 
towns drop out of school.  When asked 
why, she said that many of them could not 
afford sanitary pads during menstruation.  
To avoid embarrassment at school, they stay 
home, get too far behind in their studies, 
and often never return.  When we heard 
that, we all chipped in and bought several 
bags of feminine-hygiene supplies for 
Queen to distribute to young girls in the 
township.  Fortunately, earlier this month 
at a conference in Soweto, the premier of 
Gauteng, David Mahkura, announced that 
the Department of Education of Gauteng 
would supply free sanitary napkins to the 
girls of Soweto.
One of the high points of our trip was a 
visit to the University of Johannesburg, 
where we met with graduate students in 
the Department of Political Science and 
International Relations.   These smart 
and articulate young graduate students, 
born after apartheid ended, had never 
experienced the Bantu Education Act that 
required that black people were schooled 
only as preparation for a lifetime as 
laborers. They also had not experienced 
the government edict that excluded non-
whites from living in a city unless they were 
employed there.  These young people know 
the value of education, and believe that the 
key to a South African economic recovery 
lies in the education of young girls, the 
country’s future mothers and role models.
In talking with these students, we, of the 
SOU Democracy Project, finally felt some 
optimism for South Africa.  These young 
people, for whom apartheid is ‘ancient 
history,’ are the future of their country.

—Marisa Stone and Lesley Kaufman

University of Johannesburg Students                                         

Soweto corrugated shanty town                                                   

“Upscale” house in Soweto

Marisa Stone and Lesley Kaufman visited South 
Africa with the Democracy Project of the SOU 
Honors College.

Sanitary napkins for 
the girls of Soweto.

Hope is being able to see that there is light despite all of the darkness.
—Desmond Tutu



5

Membership 
News

The Membership Committee is pleased that the new 
directory is ready for distribution at the September 
9 meeting, thanks to Linda Lipkind, Alice Mallory, 
and many other contributors.  We also welcome two 
new members since our last issue of Vision.  For all 
members – remember to especially greet and make 
welcome our newest members, who sport a green dot 
on their nametag.  We hope to see many of you at the 
upcoming meeting.
Susan Aaronson grew up in suburban Chicago, 
and graduated from the University of Wisconsin 
in Journalism/Advertising.  She worked for two 
large ad agencies in Chicago before her marriage 
and move to San Francisco, where she worked as a 
broadcast producer.  Susan’s husband, Itai, stopped 
at Ashland on a drive back to California, and fell in 
love with the scenery and friendly folks!  She did 
too, and they moved here in 2004.  After their two 
daughters were more independent, Susan began 
working at the Oregon Shakespeare Festival, and 
is now the Manager of Corporate Giving.  She is a 
board member of Temple Emek Shalom.  In addition 
to the presentations at OSF, she also enjoys a variety 
of sports activities.
Pam Erwin is a returning member to the Ashland 
AAUW Branch.  She earned both undergraduate 
and graduate degrees in Education, and this was 
her professional career for 20 years.  Her positions 
included teacher, administrator, and high school 
principal.  Pam then joined Wells Fargo, serving as an 
officer of the Wells Fargo Foundation and directing 
millions of dollars of charitable giving nationwide. 
When Pam retired in 2011, she and partner, Susan 
Unger, relocated to Ashland from Palm Springs.  Pam 
enjoys hiking, biking and golf, and hopes to begin tap 
dancing lessons soon! She also enjoys and supports 
many of our cultural activities.  Pam is thrilled to 
reconnect with the Ashland AAUW!

AAUW Medford: 
KidSpree 2017
Saturday, August 12
Every year KidSpree provides 
school clothes to low–income 
children, a backpack filled with 
school supplies, and a breakfast-
in-a-bag. This collaboration with 
JC Penney’s served over 180 
children from Jackson County. 
Medford branch members 
participated in KidSpree as 
shoppers with the children, 
providing coffee to volunteers and 
parents as well as a bag breakfast 
to each child. 

AAUW Grants Pass:  
Kitchen Tour
Saturday, October 21
The 13th Annual Tour:  
Tickets available at The Kitchen 
Company, Oregon Books, and any 
Grants Pass Branch member. 

AAUW 
Oregon   
News

Tribute to Bettie Henry

A long time member of our Branch, Bettie Henry, passed away of natural 
causes on Sunday, June 25 at her Mountain Meadows home. Bettie served 
as AAUW Ashland Branch President 1992-1993 and was honored with 
the Florence Schneider Award in 2004. She was a participant in our April 
program featuring members who had received the Florence Schneider Award.
When I moved to Ashland 20 years ago and continued my AAUW membership, 
Bettie was an active member and one of my first friends. I will always remember 
her zest for life, sense of humor, and intelligence. —Laurie Carter
“I thoroughly enjoyed spending time with Bettie these last few years - her 
spunky sense of humor, tales of her most interesting life and her caring 
friendship.  She was positive, active, lovely and an inspiration to me and so 
many.  She will be missed and remembered with a smile.” —Alice Mallory
“Yes, she was a wonderful 
lady and one of a kind. It 
was a real delight to have her 
teach OLLI classes.”
The date for Bettie’s celebration 
of life gathering in the fall has 
not been determined.

—Jean Conger

Bettie Henry, seated at left, and other Florence Schneider Award winners at our April Branch meeting.

In Our Thoughts
Expressions of Sympathy have been sent to:
The Family of Bettie Henry on her passing
Jeane Lind & Family on the passing of her 
husband, David Berger
Pam Larson upon the passing of her mother.
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Explore Our Many Interest Groups 
The Interest Groups offered at our AAUW Ashland 
Branch have something for almost everyone, and 
if we don’t have what you are looking for, it’s easy 
to start your own. New this year is Movies at The 
Varsity and Graphic Design.  Members will meet 
once a month to watch an afternoon movie and then 
discuss it afterwards.  Prefer discussing the plays at 
OSF? We have that too, plus a group that explores 
family history with the Genealogy Group, and for 
those who like to knit or stitch together, we have the 
Knitters and Stitchers. There are several different 
book groups, offered both during the day and in 
the evenings, a potluck dinner group, and a variety 

of other options. Not only are the Interest Groups a 
great way to spend time doing what you enjoy, but it’s 
a wonderful opportunity to meet other members in 
our branch and create friendships.  At our Saturday, 
September 9th meeting the Interest Groups are having 
an Open House and you’ll have an opportunity to talk 
to members, ask questions, and sign up for any of the 
groups you are interested in joining.  If you can’t attend 
the meeting, but want to sign up, please let me know 
and I’ll put you in contact with the lead coordinator 
for the group(s) you are interested in.     

–Shannon Stuver

INTEREST GROUPS AT A GLANCE

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

1st 
Week Opera, 4 pm Day Nonfiction, 1 pm Graphic Design, 1-4 pm

2nd 
Week Monday Evening Books, 7 pm Shakespeare at OSF, 12:30-3 pm

Knitters & Stitchers, 1-3 pm
Thursday Evening Mystery, 7 pm

3rd 
Week Musicals, 4:30 pm Afternoon Movie Group

Fiction Day Books, 1-3 pm
Evening Nonfiction, 7 pm

Graphic Design, 1-4 pm

4th 
Week Brain Books, 1:30-3:30 pm

Shakespeare at OSF, 12:30-3 pm
Board Games, 7 pm

Genealogy, 1:30 pm Play Reading, 4:00

New 2017-2018 
AAUW Ashland Membership Directory  
 
Since the January Washington Women’s March, pink 
has become politically correct, so be on the lookout for 
the new pink Membership Directory at the September 
9 Branch Meeting. Don’t forget to pick yours up at the 
registration desk, and if you have a friend who is not 
attending the meeting, please pick hers up, too. (Be sure 
to sign for any you grab, because it helps Membership 
keep track of our precious copies.) This year, for the 
first time, members who were photographed at the 

various AAUW meetings and activities during the past 
year are identified by name. My apologies if you are not 
in a photo. I have tried to include as many members as 
possible who had their eyes open. 
Thanks to everyone who submitted information for the 
directory. It gets better every year!

–Linda Lipkind, Directory Editor

Arts and Language
NEW! AFTERNOON MOVIE GROUP meets on the third 
Tuesday of each month to watch a movie at the Varsity or 
Ashland Street Cinemas. We will meet in the lobby ten 
minutes before the selected movie begins.  If you wish, we 
can discuss the movie at a local hotspot afterwards. The 
selected movie and the time will be announced by email. 
Coordinator: Jean Conger
NEW! GRAPHIC DESIGN: Bring a laptop and a design 
project to create in Photoshop, Illustrator, InDesign. If you 
don’t have the applications call the coordinator for the steps to 
subscribe to Adobe® online access ($50 a month). Share ideas 
and help each other accomplish them. Any level of knowledge 
welcomed. Instruction for processing photos, creating illus-
trations, and page layout will be provided as needed. We meet 
the 1st and 3rd Thursday of each month, 1-4 pm, at home of 
Coordinator. Chris Licata 
MUSICALS meets the third Monday of the month at 4:30 
pm, usually at the home of Ed Perkins. Look for a group 
e-mail. Coordinator: Diane Novak
OPERA meets at 4 pm on the first Tuesday of each month. 
Our next meeting is September 5 at the home of Diana Quirk.  
We will be watching Verdi’s “Don Carlo.” Bring a hearty 
appetizer/potluck dish and wine or other beverage to share. 

For further information, contact Coordi-
nator: Nancy Kramarenko
PLAY READING will meet at Annette 
Lewis’s house at 4 pm on Friday, 
September 29 and will meet at Carolyn 
Peake’s house in October.  We will 
be deciding which plays to read in 
August. We are hoping to have copies of 
“Vietgone” in September as it has been 
published. Coordinator: Annette Lewis

Interest 
Groups
Contact the Coordinator 
to join a group.

Available at the September Branch Meeting:



7

SHAKESPEARE AT OSF meets the second and fourth 
Wednesday of each month month at 12:30-3 pm at Annette 
Lewis’s house. We will be reading the OSF plays for the 
2018 season beginning with “Othello,” going to “Henry V,” 
then “Romeo and Juliet,” and finally “Love’s Labor Lost.” In 
September we will meet on September 13 and 27, and we 
will begin reading “Othello.” We expect to finish “Othello” 
in October. Coordinator: Annette Lewis

Book Groups

ADELANTE! Online book group sponsored by AAUW. 
Go to www.aauw/org/resource/adelante-book-list. 
In recognition of National Hispanic Heritage Month, 
September’s selection is “Breaking In: The Rise of 
Sonia Sotomayor and the Politics of Justice”, by Joan 
Biskupic.  The author takes readers inside the Supreme 
Court nomination process, revealing how Sotomayor’s 
connections and skills enabled her to achieve great 
success. “Breaking In” is the story of how two forces- the 
determination of a gifted Puerto Rican girl from the 
Bronx housing projects and the increasing political clout 
of Hispanics across the United States – came together to 
result in this historic appointment. Also note an online 
webinar on Sept. 6.  Register on the Adelante Website.

BRAIN BOOKS meets on the 4th Tuesday at 1:30-3:30 
pm at the Ashland Public Library. On September 26 we 
will discuss “The Righteous Mind: Why Good People are 
Divided by Politics and Religion” by Jonathan Haidt (2012-
2013). This book uses international research to outline five 
different moral dimensions that help explain why people 
disagree so profoundly.  It also elaborates on the “elephant 
and rider” metaphor for illuminating why people don’t 
often think rationally. Coordinator Sandra Coyner
DAY NONFICTION: meets on the 1st Wednesday at 
1 pm. Since we had to cancel our August meeting due 
to extreme weather, we will be bumping that meeting 
to September. Therefore, our September 6 book is 

“Skyfaring: a Journey with a Pilot” by Mark Vanhoenacker, 
discussion led by Jean Conger at the home of Ann Bard 
in Jacksonville. Please note that Ann is providing us 
with lunch at 12:00 noon. Carpools will be formed.  Our 
planned September meeting is now bumped to October, 
so we will meet on October 4 at the home of Debra Barth 
to discuss “Hillbilly Elegy” by J.D. Vance, Priscilla Arnold 
leading. Coordinator: Linda Lipkind
EVENING NONFICTION meets on the 3rd Wednesday 
of each month at 7 pm. On September 20 we will meet at 
the home of Caroline Morse to discuss “The Warmth of 
Other Suns” by Isabel Wilkerson. We would welcome new 
members! Coordinator: Ellen Fowler
FICTION DAY BOOKS meets on the 3rd Wednesday of 
each month from 1-3 pm.  On September 20 we will meet 
at the home of Kate Wolf-Pizor to discuss “Did You Ever 
Have a Family” by Bill Clegg.  All are welcome to join the 
group. Please RSVP to Coordinator: Kate Wolf-Pizor
MONDAY EVENING BOOKS will meet on Monday, 
September 11 at the home of Caroline Morse to discuss 
“Illumination Night” by Alice Hoffman.  Coordinator: 
Shannon Stuver
THURSDAY EVENING MYSTERY will continue to meet  
on the 2nd Thursday of each month at 7 pm. We will gather 
on Thursday, September 14 at 7 pm at the home of Sally 
Peterson to discuss “Knots and Crosses” by Ian Rankin. 
We would very much enjoy the company of any member 
who has either read the book or might be interested in 
joining the group. Please let Sally and/or Rosemary know 
if you are planning to attend. Coordinators: Carol Ryan or 
Rosemary Adalian

Games, Genealogy, Knitting  and Dining
BOARD GAMES meets the 4th Wednesday at 7 pm. 
(Note: This is a change from last year.) We will meet Sep-
tember 27 at the home of Katherine Lang. RSVP to hostess 
and Coordinator. Coordinator: Marcella Theeman

GENEALOGY ordinarily meets at 1:30 pm on the 4th 
Thursday at the Jackson County Genealogy Library, 3405 
S. Pacific Hwy., Medford. However, because of a schedul-
ing conflict with Genealogy Week at the Library, our next 
meeting is on the 3rd Thursday, September 21. Any AAUW 
Ashland member interested in family research (beginning 
or advanced) who would like to participate in the exchange 
of family history discoveries, stories, photos, and tips is 
welcome to join us. Coordinator: Linda Lipkind
KNITTERS AND STITCHERS will meet on Thursday, 
September 14 from 1-3 pm at the home of Peggy 
Audibert . As a courtesy, please RSVP to Peggy if you 
plan to attend, and bring a hand project to work on. 
Coordinator: Peggy Audibert
POTLUCK DINNERS: The Potluck Dinners Interest Group 
will meet on Tuesday, September 26th at the home of Elaine 
Sweet. We will gather at 6 pm to share a meal and get to 
know one another. Please bring a dish to share and a bottle 
of wine (if you drink wine). No need to let me know what 
you plan to bring as it always works out. There will be a sign-
up sheet at the September meeting for all who wish to join. 
The day of the week we meet will rotate so that many can be 
included in several potlucks through the year. Welcome to 
Potluck Dinner Group! Coordinator: Elaine Sweet

Photo: Quartz Media LLC
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Fall Fundraiser  
Don’t Miss Touring a Spectacular 
Home in Ashland!

Don’t miss this unique opportunity to see the 
amazing remodel of Ashland’s oldest church 
into a spectacular private residence. In 2013 
Cory Ross and her husband, Greg Conaway, 
bought the 128 year old Catholic church in 
the Railroad District and cleverly turned the 
interior into a modern trendy home.  The 
couple will be on hand to share their remodel 
experiences with before and after photos.   
Their lovely gardens are also included in the 
tour. (Please remove shoes upon entering.)
This tour is limited to the first 35 people to 
sign up, so mail your check today to reserve 
your spot!

Date:   Sunday, October 15th
Time:   3:30 to 5:30 pm
Place:  6th and C Streets

Cost: $20.00  Check payable to: AAUW  
(tax deductible) 
Mail your check to:  Jean Conger,  
370 Glenn St, Ashland, OR 97520 
This event is sponsored and catered by members of 
the Endowment Committee and all proceeds will go 
toward Branch operating income.

WIN (Women in Need) sponsors a fundraiser each January to support a project 
at Dunn House, Jackson County’s domestic violence shelter.  Previous fundraisers 
have enabled us to purchase a number of needed items including a security system, 
vacuums, bedding, digital locks for residents’ bedroom doors, and a refrigerator.
In addition, WIN sells gently used books (donated by our members) at most of the 
AAUW meetings.  These proceeds purchase bus tokens for Dunn House clients to 
use for important appointments such as doctors, court hearings, and job interviews.
If you have books to donate (please no textbooks or outdated travel guides) please 
contact Carol Ryan.

Ashland Vision 
is a monthly newsletter of the Ashland, 

Oregon, Branch of AAUW

Vol. 32, No. 1 — September 2017
Co Presidents:  

Sandy Theis and Gretchen King

Financial Officer:  
Diana Quirk

Recording Secretary:  
Peggy Moore

Membership Chair:  
Priscilla Arnold

Public Policy Chair:  
Paula Wiiken

Contact Secretary:  
Rosemary Adalian

Newsletter Team
Editors:  

Pat Brewer, Ellen Fowler and Marisa Stone
Designer:  

Chris Licata 
Photographer:  
Alice Mallory

Readers:  
Rae Otto, Alice Mallory, Margaret Karsten
Newsletter deadline is the 15th of the month. 

Photos of interest group activities are welcome.

AAUW Ashland Website: 

http://ashland-or.aauw.net
In principle and in practice, AAUW values and 
seeks a diverse membership. There shall be no 

barriers to full participation in this organization 
on the basis of gender, race, creed, age, sexual 
orientation, national origin, disability or class.

How We Spent Our 
Summer Vacation

Wanda Chin and Ellen Fowler participated in 
a rally with the Friends of the Cascade Siskiyou 
Monument at the BLM office in Medford during the 
visit of Secretary of the Interior, Ryan Zinke.

Priscilla Arnold and Linda Moreland represent our 
Branch at the OLLI Open House

Darkness cannot drive out darkness;  
only light can do that.
Hate cannot drive out hate;  
only love can do that.

—Martin Luther King, Jr.

Julie Downey, Broker 
Gateway Real Estate  
541 261 -7939
gateway-realestate.com/julie-downey

Liz Murphy, CFP MBA/Financial Advisor
Raymond James Financial Services
541-779-9907
Liz.Murphy@RaymondJames.com
raymondjames.com/lizmurphy

Annette Pugh, Broker
Gateway Real Estate
541-840-1455
eap@mind.net

Sara Walker, Broker
Patricia Sprague Real Estate
541-951-5454 
sara@hatsoff2u.com
hatsoff2u.com

Charitable Partners  
These four members have 
pledged to make a donation to 
either the AAUW/SOU or AAUW/
RCC Scholarship Fund every time 
an AAUW member uses their 
services or refers someone who 
uses their services. We thank 
them for their generosity and 
dedication to AAUW.
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