
A Powerful Voice  
for Abused Children

Was there ever a time in your life when you 
needed someone to stand up for you? In 
2015, there were 840 founded [verified] 
cases of abuse and neglect in Jackson 
County. In an overburdened system, 
these children risk slipping through the 
cracks and suffering further abuse. As 
Rebecca Bender reported in our October 
program, 95% of those involved in sex 
trafficking in the state of Oregon come 
from the foster care system. With no one 
standing up for them, girls and young 
women are especially vulnerable to 
abuse. CASA (Court Appointed Special 
Advocate) volunteers have the power 
to prevent this abuse. These dedicated, 

highly trained community volunteers 
speak for the child in the courtroom, 
advocating for the child’s best interests 
and working to move the child as quickly 
and as effectively as possible through the 
system and into a safe, permanent home.    

Come to our November program and 
learn from Wenona Spivak, CASA of 
Jackson County Director of Programs 
and Education, how CASA is helping 
our children become healthy, productive 
adults and what you can do to assist if 
you are so inclined.

When:   Thursday, November 10

Time:    5:00 to 7:30 pm

Where:  Diversions Room, SOU   
 Stevenson Union Building
 Free parking on University Way  
 and in the Mountain Avenue lot
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Looking Ahead
VOTE!  Nov. 8
November Meeting  Nov. 10
Holiday Party & Fundraiser Dec. 9
January Meeting  Jan. 14

Mission: AAUW advances equity for  
women and girls through advocacy,  
education, philanthropy and research.

January 14, 2017
SAT., 9:30 a.m.–12 noon
Branch Meeting: 
Public Policy—
Lobby Day 2017
Diversions Room, SOU

February 11, 2017 
SAT., 9:30 a.m.–12 noon
Branch Meeting: 
The Designing Divas feature  
a Website overview.
Diversions Room, SOU

March 9, 2017
THURS., 5–7:30 p.m. 
Branch Meeting: 
Speaker Marjorie Trueblood, 
SOU Director of Diversity  
and Inclusion, 
“Diversity and Inclusion”
Diversions Room, SOU

April 15, 2017
SAT., 9:30 a.m.–12 noon
Presidents’ Meeting: Election 
and installation of officers, 
Florence Schneider Award 
and Named Gift Honoree 
Award presentation, Platinum  
Society Awards

May 18, 2017
THURS., 6–9 p.m. 
Celebration of Scholars
Rogue River Room, SOU

June 23, 2017
FRI., 10 a.m.–2 p.m. 
Annual Board Retreat
Ashland Public Library, 
Guanajuato Room

June 30, 2017
AAUW membership renewal  
deadline for 2017–2018
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Holiday Party – December 9
What is more fun than a party! AAUW 
Ashland invites its members to socialize and 
celebrate the season at a Holiday Party on 
Friday, December 9. 

And we will again partner with the Maslow 
Project to provide gift certificates from Fred 
Meyer and Target for homeless children.

We need people to form a team to coor-
dinate the event. Carryl Breon has volun-
teered to do table decorations, SOU will 
do the setup, AAUW members will bring 
finger food and wine to share, so most of the 
“heavy lifting” is done!  Who would like to 
join me, Carryl Breon and Priscilla Arnold 
in making this fun event happen? Send me 
an email at sunny.anderson1@gmail.com by 
November 15.

—Sunny Anderson

November 10
THURS., 5–7:30 p.m. 
Branch Meeting: 
CASA and CAC, “Children’s Advocacy”
Diversions Room, SOU

December 9
FRI., 6:30–9:30 p.m. 
Holiday Party and Fundraiser
Diversions Room, SOU

http://ashland-or.aauw.net
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Initiative to Elect More Women
AAUW is a member of a collaborative initiative, along with the Women’s Campaign Forum 
(WCF) and Running Start. The programs are an effort to foster women politicians as a 
vehicle for achieving political parity. The initiative is made up of three programs:

•	 The Young Women’s Political Leadership Program recruits young women attending 
high school and introduces them to the importance of representation by women in 
political leadership.  It also teaches skills like public speaking and networking.

•	 “Elect Her - Campus Women Win” trains and encourages women attending colleges 
and universities to run for student government. 

•	 “She Should Run” is an online nomination tool and resource center to help women 
make an informed decision about running for office. It is designed to assist women in 
navigating politics and running a successful campaign.  The program’s goal is to build 
a pipeline of potential female candidates. 

For more details, refer to the online version of AAUW Outlook magazine, published Fall 
2010: www.aauw.org/files/2013/02/outlook-Fall-2010.pdf#page=18&zoom=auto,-21,680 

January Lobby Day Program: Getting What You Want!
“Nationally it is foolish to underestimate 
the power of a group that represents 
200,000 women.” This statement written in 
1977 by an AAUW Lobby Corp member in 
support of the Equal Rights Amendment is 
even more relevant today. AAUW advocates 

are lobbying for you, to help pass national 
and local legislation of equity for women 
and girls. On Saturday, January 14, 2017 
at 10 am your Public Policy Team will 
present an interactive program on lobbying 
efforts at the state level. Listen to a featured 

Oregon legislative speaker and learn 
persuasive techniques that will “get you 
what you want,” and that is what “lobbying” 
at any level is all about.

You should have your ballot by now.  
If not, call 541-774-6148.

If you mail your ballot, it must be  
received by November 8.

You can drop it at drop-box locations  
anytime before 8 pm on November 8:

Ashland Library 
1101 W. Main St., Medford

Public 
Policy

Status of Women in Oregon

The Public Policy Team is pleased to share with you the results of a recent report on the status 
of Oregon women and girls produced by the Women’s Foundation of Oregon. It is based on 
statistics from a wide range of sources, as well as what the organization heard on a “listening 
tour” around the state last year. The report includes some data that should make us proud 
of our fellow Oregon women and girls, such as our high rates of voting, of providing unpaid 
caregiving, and of giving time and money to charitable causes; and that we are physically 
active. It also notes that we comprise much more than half of the teachers and health care 
workers in the state and that more women serve in statewide elective office and in the military 
here in Oregon than in other states. 

It also provides some data that should make us concerned and committed to action to make 
these aspects of Oregon women and girls’ lives better. We are poorer than men, we earn less, 
we have high rates of reported depression and alcohol use. We suffer among the highest rates 
of domestic violence and sexual assault in the country.  

The full report provides more detailed statistics, comparing Oregon women to women in 
other states or to men in Oregon or breaking down gender statistics to uncover the particular 
problems for women of color, LBGTQ women, rural women or women in poverty.  It also 
includes some inspiring stories of women or organizations working effectively to combat 
these problems. You can find the Executive Summary and a link to the full report at https://
womensfoundationoforegon.org/count-her-in .

What Can I Do? 

Click the link and read “5 Things Every Oregonian Can Do”: Ask, 
Vote, Donate, Share and Recognize. 

—Mary Coombs

www.aauw.org/files/2013/02/outlook-Fall-2010.pdf%23page%3D18%26zoom%3Dauto%2C-21%2C680%20%20
https://womensfoundationoforegon.org/count-her-in%20.%20
https://womensfoundationoforegon.org/count-her-in%20.%20
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SEPTEMBER BRANCH MEETING 
79 members attended, plus nine visitors 
(three of whom have joined).  

HOSPITALITY
1/5 of the members (about 30 people) will 
be asked to provide finger food for each 
of the meetings that will not be catered. 
Elaine Hamlin is coordinating the lists and 
will notify members via e-mail when it is 
their turn. SOU will provide beverages.

MEMBERSHIP
AAUW Ashland now has a total of 163 
members, 10 of whom are new and one 
who is returning. A green dot on the name 
badges indicates new members. Please 
remember to give them a special welcome.  

PUBLIC POLICY
AAUW is nonpartisan and does not 
endorse any particular candidate or 
political party. However, it’s election season 
and Public Policy is promoting the “It is 
My Voice, I Will Be Heard” campaign -- to 
get out the vote.   

COLLEGE/UNIVERSITY PARTNERSHIP 
AAUW Ashland’s partnership with SOU 
has been renewed for this year. Three 
students have been invited to accompa-
ny Mimi Pippel and Olena Black for the 
11th Annual “Women Living Leadership 
Luncheon,” sponsored by United Way of 
Jackson County. Speakers include Clare 
Breshahan (“She Should Run,” a nonparti-
san organization that inspires women and 
girls to run for office) and Emily Evans 
(Women’s Foundation of Oregon).   

DESIGNING DIVAS
The website has been updated with new 
fall pictures and current information about 
the 2016-17 Interest Groups, officers, 
and board members. The new directory 
information will soon be posted.  

CELEBRATION OF SCHOLARS
Coordinators are needed for this year’s 
event. Also, if anyone has suggestions for 
keynote speakers, please contact Mimi 
Pippel.

—Christine Fernlund

Board Notes
September 26, 
2016 Meeting

Salon - November 2
The AAUW Salons are by, for, and about our members. 

For this fall’s Salon, Chris Donchin and Karen Spence invite you to spend an afternoon in 
the Middle Ages with Sharan Newman. Sharan, who has been an AAUW Ashland member 
since 2014, is a medieval historian and author of nineteen books. She will talk about both 
her career and about the real lives of medieval women. 

The Salon is Wednesday, November 2, from 4 to 5:30 pm at Chris Donchin’s home. Tea, 
wine, light hors d’oeuvres, and sweets will be served.  The $10 registration fee supports na-
tional AAUW Funds.  Registration is limited. Contact Chris Donchin to reserve your spot. 

—Karen Spence

Laurie Thompson
Laurie Thompson, a former member 
of our Branch, died this month. Laurie 
was in the Mystery Group, a bridge 
player, and a lovely lady.

Remembering Norma
By Carryl Breon

Norma D’Isidoro died peacefully in her home on Sunday, 
October 16. AAUW has lost a member who will be 
remembered for being gracious, generous, hard-working,  
and wise. And I have lost a friend.

I spent a couple of hours with Norma just ten days ago, and 
although she was spending most of her days reclining by her 
bedroom window, she looked good and was proudly wearing 
a political button on her sweatshirt and talking about the 
election. She talked about her friends too and about how 
much she missed being able to walk with her husband Robert through Lithia Park. There 
were no complaints or crying, just memories of good times and gratitude for the loving 
care she was getting from hospice and especially from Robert. 

AAUW was important to Norma because she was a woman who felt strongly about its 
mission. Her contributions to AAUW are especially obvious in all she did for the annual 
garden tour. Norma served for years as AAUW’s liaison with the Chamber of Commerce. 
In that role, she organized the hostess duties at a Greeters meeting each May to publicize 
the garden tour and then was responsible for the availability of tickets as well. In 2010, 
Norma co-chaired the garden tour with Sherri Morgan, and in 2011 Norma asked me to be 
her co-chair in leadership of this annual event, and I accepted because I knew that with her 
skills and work ethic, the job would be done well. Norma’s own interest in gardening was 
displayed when her beautiful yard was chosen for the garden tour.

Some other areas of enjoyment in Norma’s personal life are revealed in two of the interest 
groups she chose. Along with Eleanore Perkins, Norma was a founder of the genealogy 
group, and for years she was an avid member of the Jane Austen group.   

To me, Norma was the epitome of a lady and a friend. She was soft-spoken, kind, and 
friendly. She could always be counted on to offer a hand or an ear when either was needed. 
To AAUW she was a role model of the 
qualities possessed by our membership. 
She will be missed by all. There will be 
no service

In Our Thoughts
I sent these cards from our Branch:

Thinking of you card to Anne Decker, who 
has been unwell of late.

Sympathy card to Norma D’Isidoro’s family.

Sympathy card to Laurie Thompson’s family.

—Rosemary Adalian, 
Contact Secretary



4

AAUW SOUTH DISTRICT NEWS

Medford Branch Meeting
Saturday, November 5, 9:30 am  
Medford Library

“STEM: Mini-Maker Workshop,” including 
hands-on science activities. Presented by 
Dr. Yvette McCulley, Medford AAUW 
member and former STEM consultant for 
the Iowa Dept. of Education.

Grants Pass Branch Meeting
Saturday, November 19, 10:00 am 
Fruitdale Grange 

“Like to Solve Mysteries?  Discover Your 
Family History Through Genealogy” 
with Ann Billeter of the Rogue Valley 
Genealogical Society. The public is invited 
to this event.

Membership 
News

Our Ashland Branch now stands at 171 
members. We have had a wonderful group 
of new members join our Branch for this 
year, and on Oct. 18, Carryl Breon hosted 
a new-member orientation. Thirteen new 
members attended, which may be an all-
time record for Ashland! They enjoyed an 
evening of introductions and social time, 
followed by orientation to our local, state, 
and national activities. Thanks to Carryl 
and to Kori Calvert for organization of 
the event. Leading the discussion were 
Kori, Sunny Anderson, Sylvia Whitman, 
Rae Otto, Co-President Sandy Theis, and 
Priscilla Arnold.

The following new members have joined 
since our last newsletter publication:

Erin Finklea was born in Corvallis and 
first came to Ashland as a junior in high 
school, falling in love with the town 
and SOU campus. She received a BS in 
Secondary Education from SOU, and has 
enjoyed a rewarding career in teaching 
middle school for over 25 years. A special 
highlight was working with Lewis & Clark 
Law School for a program in constitutional 
studies—during which a Court of Appeals 
session was actually held at her school, so 
that students witnessed court process and 
heard legal arguments. Since October 2015, 
Erin and husband Ed have been residents 
of Ashland.

Ann Lovett earned a BS degree in Studio 
Art from Skidmore College and an MA 
in Printmaking from Temple University. 
She taught photography and bookmaking 

for 35 years, retiring last December from 
the State University of New York at New 
Paltz, where she was for a time Dean of 
the School of Fine & Performing Arts. In 
2013 she earned a second Master of Fine 
Arts degree in Poetry from Warren Wilson 
College. After moving to Ashland this 
January, Ann has become involved with the 
Board of the Vision Quilt, an organization 
that works to prevent gun violence.  She 
enjoys hiking, travel, and all cultural 
opportunities here in Ashland.

Catherine Lutes moved to Ashland 
recently after her retirement as a middle 
school principal. She has a Master’s degree 
in Linguistics from UC Berkeley, and 
an MA in educational leadership. While 
she loves frequent travel—especially 
to Argentina to tango—her trips have 
become less frequent since the birth of her 
grandson. Now Catherine is awaiting the 
arrival of twin granddaughters in March! 
Music, theatre, camping, and wine tasting 
are among the things she plans to enjoy 
here in Southern Oregon.

Mary Renaud graduated from Duke 
University with a BA in Sociology. She 
worked as a book editor for more than 
thirty years, primarily for the University 
of California Press and Microsoft Press. 
She and husband, Mark Williams moved 
to Ashland in late 2009 from the San 
Francisco Bay Area. Mary’s interests 
include travel, music, healthcare advocacy, 
and volunteer opportunities.  She has 
become an active Board member of the 
Ashland New Plays Festival.

Suze Yenchick grew up on a farm in 
Pennsylvania and attended Villanova 
University, receiving a Bachelor of Science 
degree in Nursing. She has worked in 
birth centers for most of her nursing 
career, and continues to work for a birth 
center in Hawaii, following up by phone 
with new mothers the day after they are 
discharged from the hospital. She feels 
fortunate to work in a career she loves. 
For most of her adult life, Susan has been 
involved in Buddhism and meditation. She 
and husband Mark Dahlby just moved to 
Ashland in September and look forward to 
settling down here.

If you have not received your directory, 
please contact Priscilla Arnold to 
arrange to pick it up at 417-861-1273 or 
prisarnold@gmail.com

AAUW Oregon  
News

Charitable Partners — These four members have pledged to make 
a donation to either the AAUW/SOU or AAUW/RCC Scholarship Fund every 
time an AAUW member uses their services or refers someone who uses their 
services. We thank them for their generosity and dedication to AAUW.

Julie Downey, Broker 
Gateway Real Estate  
541 261 -7939
www.gateway-realestate.com/ 
julie-downey

Liz Murphy, CFP MBA/Financial Advisor
Raymond James Financial Services
541-779-9907
Liz.Murphy@RaymondJames.com
raymondjames.com/lizmurphy

Annette Pugh, Broker
Gateway Real Estate
541-840-1455
eap@mind.net

Sara Walker, Broker
Patricia Sprague Real Estate
541-951-5454 
sara@hatsoff2u.com
www.hatsoff2u.com

www.gateway-realestate.com/julie-downey
www.gateway-realestate.com/julie-downey
mailto:Liz.Murphy%40RaymondJames.com%20?subject=
http://raymondjames.com/lizmurphy
mailto:eap%40mind.net?subject=
mailto:sara%40hatsoff2u.com%20?subject=
www.hatsoff2u.comhttp://
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Interest 
Groups
Contact the Coordinator 
to join a group.

Arts and Language

MUSICALS meets the third Monday of 
the month at 4:30 pm, usually at the home 
of Ed Perkins. Look for a group e-mail. 
Coordinator: Diane Novak

OPERA meets at 4:00 pm on the first 
Tuesday of each month. Our next meeting 
is November 1, at the home of Ed Perkins 
(941 Pinecrest Terrace for those of you 
who are new to the group) . We will be 
watching one of the greats, Verdi’s “Aida.” 
Bring a hearty appetizer/potluck dish and 
wine or other beverage to share. For further 
information, contact Coordinator: Nancy 
Kramarenko.

PLAY READING will be at Annette Lewis’ 
house, November 25 at 4:00 pm. We will 
continue to read “Red” about Mark Rothko 
by John Logan. Coordinators: Annette Lewis 
and Carolyn Peake

SHAKESPEARE AT OSF will finish 
“Julius Caesar” and begin “Henry IV, Part 
1.”  Dates are November 9 and 23 at 12:30 
at Annette Lewis’s house. Coordinators: 
Annette Lewis and Peggy Audibert

Book Groups

ADELANTE! Online book group 
sponsored by AAUW. Go to www.
aauw/org/resource/adelante-book-list. 
November’s book is “The Beginning and 
End of Rape: Confronting Sexual Violence 
in Native America.” Author Sarah Deer 
provides a clear historical overview of 
rape and sex trafficking in North America, 
paying particular attention to the gendered 
legacy of colonialism of tribal nations. 
In a damning critique of federal law that 
has accommodated rape by destroying 
tribal legal systems, Deer describes how 
tribal self-determination efforts of the 
21st century can be leveraged to eradicate 
violence against women. 

BRAIN BOOKS discussion group meets 
Tuesday, November 22, to discuss “This 
Changes Everything: Capitalism vs. the 
Climate” by Naomi Klein (2015). The 
group meets on the fourth Tuesday 1:30-
3:30 pm, in Ashland Public Library. New 
members are welcome! Coordinator Sandra 
Coyner.

DAY BOOKS will be meeting at the home 
of Patt Rao on Wednesday, November 
16, from 1–3 pm to discuss “Everything 
I Never Told You” by Celeste Ng. If you 
are not a present member of the group 
and would like to attend, please contact  
Coordinator: Laurie Carter

MONDAY EVENING BOOKS will 
meet on Monday, November 14, at 7 pm 
at Sherri Morgan’s home. Ellen Fowler 
will lead the discussion on “Purple 
Hibiscus” by Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie.  
Coordinator: Shannon Stuver

DAY NONFICTION We meet on the 1st 
Wednesday at 1 pm. On November 2, Jean 
Conger will host and lead us in discussing 
“Indonesia, Etc.” by Elizabeth Pizani. On 
December 7, Colleen Searle will host and 
lead us in discussing “Digging for Richard 
III: The Search for the Lost King,” revised 
and expanded edition, by Mike Pitts. 
Coordinator: Linda Lipkind

EVENING NONFICTION will meet 
Wednesday, November 16, at 7 pm at the 
home of Margaret Karsten to discuss “H is 
for Hawk” by Helen McDonald, led by Ellen 
Fowler. We would welcome new members! 
Coordinator: Ellen Fowler

THURSDAY EVENING MYSTERY  
will gather on Thursday, November 10, at 
the home of Jean Conger to discuss “The 
Cairo Affair by Olen Steinhaver. All are 
welcome. Please do let Jean know if you 
are planning to attend. Coordinators: Carol 
Ryan and Rosemary Adalian.

Dining, Games, Knitting & Genealogy

DINNER CLUB: Enjoy casual dinners 
three times a year. Coordinators: Sunny 
Anderson & Elaine Sweet

POTLUCK SUPPERS:  Look for an 
email. Coordinator: Elaine Sweet

BOARD GAMES meets the 1st 
Wednesday at 7 pm. We will meet 
November 2 at the home of Jean Conger 
and on December 7 at Joan Vogel’s. RSVP 
to Hostess and Coordinator. Coordinator: 
Christy Austermann

GENEALOGY: We usually meet on the 
4th Thursday, 1:30–3:30 pm, at the Jackson 
County Genealogy Library, 3405 S. Pacific 
Hwy., Medford. However, the November 
and December meetings will be combined 
into one holiday meeting on Thursday, 
December 1. We welcome any AAUW 
Ashland member interested in family 
research (beginning or advanced) who 
would like to participate in the exchange of 
family history discoveries, stories, and tips. 
Coordinator: Linda Lipkind

KNITTERS AND STITCHERS will meet 
Thursday, November 10, 1:00 pm at the 
home of Peggy Audibert. RSVP to Peggy 
if you plan to attend, and bring a hand 
project to work on. Coordinator: Peggy 
Audibert

http://www.aauw/org/resource/adelante-book-list
http://www.aauw/org/resource/adelante-book-list
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From Posthole Digger to Persian Rug . . .
From posthole digger to Persian rug, from pots to plants, and from soup to nuts in the cookies, 
the third biennial AAUW Ashland $$$ 4 Scholars sale offered hundreds of bargains.

From $6,000 four years ago; to $8,000 two years ago; to $10,000, our third $$$ 4 Scholars sale 
was the most successful one yet! When our SOU and RCC women cross the risers at our May 
Celebration of Scholars event, approximately 5 more will receive scholarships from AAUW 
Ashland due to this fundraiser.

Thank you donors, heavy lifters, which included a few husbands and one son, truck and 
U-Haul drivers, organizers, pricers, cashiers, and bakers.  We had a very successful bake sale 
this time. Coffee, crème brulee, galettes, small pecan pies, quiches and other goodies were 
offered. This was a branch-wide effort. Thank you all.

The $$$ 4 Scholars team: Bessie Azari, Chris Donchin, Pat Brewer, Mary Coombs, Mimi 
Pippel, Caroline Morse, Christy Austermann, Lyn Gutierrez, and Nancy Kramarenko.

Photos by Linda Lipkind

Priscilla Arnold

Bessie Azari

Carol Ryan

Chris Donchin, Marlyn Barrick & Stephanie Bullock

Chris Donchin

Kathleen Mackris & a customer Ginny Dugan & Diane Novak

Katharine Lang & Julie Benezet Caroline Morse
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In principle and in practice, AAUW values and 
seeks a diverse membership. There shall be no 

barriers to full participation in this organization 
on the basis of gender, race, creed, age, sexual 
orientation, national origin, disability or class.

October 2016 Meeting

Co-Presidents Sandy Theis and Elaine Hamlin   

Five new members were introduced at the October meeting. From left:  Erin Finklea, Judy Lang, Sonja Friedman, Mary Renaud, Ann Lovett

At AAUW Ashland’s October meeting, Rebecca Bender, nationally 
recognized advocate for survivors of sex trafficking, shared her 
story and addressed the membership about local, state, and 
national efforts to assist survivors of modern-day slavery.  

Opening slide of presentation

Rebecca Bender

Photos by Alice Mallory

http://ashland-or.aauw.net 

