
Join Us to Celebrate Our Scholars!

AAUW Ashland’s Celebration of Scholars 
is one of our signature annual events and 
central to our mission. Each year, AAUW 
honors the current year scholarship 
recipients, chosen from a large field of 
deserving women. We have an outstanding 
program for you this year as we recognize 
our 2016 scholarship honorees from RCC 
and SOU.  Elisabeth Zinser, former SOU 
President and the first female president of 
the University of Idaho, will be our MC.  
Our keynote speaker is Rebecca Bender, 
an award winning, nationally recognized 

speaker, author and survivor leader in 
the movement to eradicate modern day 
slavery.  She will talk about how education 
made a difference in her life and helped 
her to overcome a life of sex trafficking. 
Each scholarship honoree will have the 
opportunity to tell her story before family, 
friends, peers, and the generous women of 
AAUW, who have made these scholarships 
possible.  Their stories are always inspiring 
and show us what women are capable of. 
Food and beverages will be served after 
the formal program and you will have time 

to socialize and visit with our honorees. 
Please plan to join AAUW Ashland for 
this special event.  Bring a friend, partner, 
spouse– there is no cost to you or your 
guest.  This is an excellent opportunity to 
introduce non-members (or prospective 
members) to AAUW Ashland and the 
important work we do in the community.

When: Friday May 27, 5-8 pm

Where: SOU Stevenson Union 
 Rogue River Room 
 (No parking restrictions)
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Primary Election Day  May 17

Celebration of Scholars   May 27

Board Retreat   June 17

$$$ 4 Scholars Sept 24-25

Mission: AAUW advances equity for  
women and girls through advocacy,  
education, philanthropy and research.

May 27, Friday, 5:00-8:00 pm:  
Celebration of Scholars Event & Social

2016 BRANCH MEETINGS/PROGRAMS  

Want to Help Plan for Next Year?
You are welcome to join the old and new Board members as we meet to plan 
for next year.  The agenda will include topics such as strategic planning, branch 
programs, and fundraising. If you would like to attend, please RSVP to our new Co-
Presidents, Elaine Hamlin or Sandy Theis.

What: AAUW Ashland Retreat

When: Friday, June 17, 2016, 9:30 am-1:30 pm

Where: Ashland Public Library, Gresham Room (large room, lower level)

http://ashland-or.aauw.net
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Did You Know. . . ?

In 1994, Ashland AAUW placed a plaque near the Schneider 
Museum to honor Branch member Florence Schneider.  A 
few years later, we planted a Japanese Flowering Cherry 
tree near the plaque, and the tree was in full bloom in April. 
The tree and the plaque are between the right side of the 
Schneider Museum of Art and the Marion Ady building. 
The plaque reads:  

“In honor of Dr. Florence Hemley Schneider Presented by the 
American Association of University Women April 15, 1994”.

Florence Schneider is a legendary member of the Ashland 
branch who was a generous citizen of the Ashland 
community.  In remembrance of Florence, each April our 
Branch presents the Florence Schneider Award to a member 
in recognition of leadership and outstanding service.

—Jean Conger and Alice Mallory, Branch Historians

2016 Florence Schneider Award: 
Bessie Azari

Florence Schneider was a legendary member of Ashland AAUW who 
was deeply dedicated to AAUW’s goals of lifelong education, equity for 
women and girls, and positive societal change.  She was always a strong 
mentor for other women and had a dynamic impact on the community, 
with perhaps her most visible contributions being the Schneider 
Museum of Art at SOU and the Schneider Children’s Center.  After 
Florence’s death in 1999, our Branch established the Florence Schneider 
Award in 2000 to remember her by honoring Branch members who 
have shown Florence’s same enthusiasm for and commitment to the 
work of AAUW.

Bessie Azari was selected as the 2016 Florence Schneider Award 
recipient. Bessie has been an active member who has made so many 
contributions to the AAUW Ashland Branch.

Bessie possesses a particular and highly effective combination of 
professionalism and warmth. She brings a calm, “we-can-do-it together” spirit to any group. Her attitude is 
infectious and has had a major influence on members and on what the branch has been able to accomplish.

Bessie is a leader who thinks strategically and has a wonderful calm demeanor in presenting and coalescing varied 
ideas to a group. She has shown her enthusiasm and commitment to the mission in activities, from marching in 
parades to representing our branch in regional and state meetings and conventions.  There is no job too small or 
big for her. If there is a need for service, she is there to do the job.

Here are just a few of the highlights of Bessie’s work with AAUW Ashland:

•	 She had served tirelessly on the Public Policy team since 2009, researching, interviewing, and 
presenting forums and working on community issues.

•	 On leadership teams, she was the driving force in actually getting things done gracefully, positively 
and in well organized ways. 

•	 She has worked on many forums through the years, including topics on STEM, Bullying, “Why So 
Few?,” Violence against Women, Senior Synergy, Meet the Candidates, etc. 

•	 She has vision, a dedication to the task at hand, and is able to coax all the moving parts into a 
productive unit. Here are some of her other, many contributions:

•	 Team leader for $$$ Scholars
•	 First Celebration of Scholars Steering Committee in 2013
•	 Board Member-at-Large 2014–2015
•	 State Convention in Ashland 2011
•	 LAF (Legal Advocacy Fund) fund-raising chair 2008–2009

We honor Bessie Azari as the AAUW Member walking in the Footsteps of Florence Schneider.  
Congratulations Bessie!

-—Elaine Sweet

Bessie Azari, the 2016 recipient of the Florence 
Schneider award.  Congratulations, Bessie!  Well 
deserved!
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Seven Named Gift Honorees

This was a record-breaking year for our branch. We have never 
had SEVEN honorees! The number of honorees is determined by 
our donations to AAUW Funds. These donations support various 
state and national programs. Whenever you attend a salon you are 
contributing to AAUW Funds. Many of you also make personal 
contributions.

The honorees are chosen by our branch’s elected officers and the 
local Funds’ Chair. Honorees are chosen for their “above and 
beyond” SERVICE over the recent past. 

The seven very deserving Gift Honorees for 2016 are: Priscilla 
Arnold, Regina Ayars, Wanda Chin, Sandra Coyner, Christine 
Fernlund, Nancy Kramarenko, and Alice Mallory.

Priscilla Arnold has been an exemplary new member. (She has been 
a member less than two years!)  She immediately jumped in to help 
with the $$$4Scholars Sale and became a valuable board member as 
a member-at-large. This last year Priscilla was on the fund-raising 
team, the membership team and was integral in structuring our 
branch’s finances. She is next year’s membership chair. 

Regina Ayars has been chair of our public policy team for the last 
two years. She has been a member of the board. This last year she 
organized a group of our members to go to Salem for Lobby Day. 
Last year she organized a special program for awareness of sexual 
assault. 

Wanda Chin has dedicated her AAUW service as chair of the 
scholarship committee. Wanda is a member who works quietly 
behind the scenes. Her work is critical to our branch’s mission 
of funding SOU and RCC scholarships to worthy women and 
choosing those scholarship recipients. Wanda will continue as 
scholarship chair next year.

Sandra Coyner has served many years as the board’s 
parliamentarian. This last year she took on the monumental task 
of re-writing our branch’s by-laws AND she developed a strategic 
plan for our branch. Sandra organized the January program 
featuring SOU’s Women’s Studies Department regarding gender 
re-identification. 

Christine Ferlund’s extraordinary contribution could be wrapped 
up as: 501(c)3! For years the board has spoken about the possibility 
of our branch qualifying for this important designation---and it 
was Christine who got the job done. Thanks to her, many of our 
donations to AAUW are now tax deductible. Christine served 

for 3 years as the treasurer for the branch. She also revamped our 
membership renewal forms.

Nancy Kramarenko worked for many years as one of the garden 
greeter coordinators. She is a reliable go-to person. For instance, the 
first year of our $$$4Scholars Sale Nancy volunteered her garage 
and yard space and her time and effort. Nancy is a wonderful cook 
and hostess and is a huge help for our special events. Last but not 
least she enlists the help of her husband.

Alice Mallory has been our official photographer for several years-
-even though she wasn’t living in Ashland full time! Alice has 
willingness, ability and enthusiasm. She has worked on The Vision 
and the directory. Alice also lends us her talent at the keyboard. 

Our thanks and appreciation go to these outstanding women!

Nancy Kramarenko and Sandra Coyner, two of our 2016 Gift Honorees.

Charitable Partners —  
These four members have pledged 
to make a donation to the AAUW/
SOU Scholarship Fund every time an 
AAUW member uses their services 
or refers someone who uses their 
services. We thank them for their 
generosity and dedication to AAUW.

Julie Downey, Broker 
Gateway Real Estate  
541 261 -7939
www.gateway-realestate.com/ 
julie-downey

Liz Murphy, CFP MBA/Financial Advisor
Raymond James Financial Services
541-779-9907
Liz.Murphy@RaymondJames.com
raymondjames.com/lizmurphy

Annette Pugh, Broker
Gateway Real Estate
541-840-1455
eap@mind.net

Sara Walker, Broker
Patricia Sprague Real Estate
541-951-5454 
sara@hatsoff2u.com
www.hatsoff2u.com

www.gateway-realestate.com/julie-downey
www.gateway-realestate.com/julie-downey
mailto:Liz.Murphy%40RaymondJames.com%20?subject=
http://raymondjames.com/lizmurphy
mailto:eap%40mind.net?subject=
mailto:sara%40hatsoff2u.com%20?subject=
www.hatsoff2u.comhttp://


4

President’s Message

On April 9, 2016 we celebrated our branch’s 80th birthday, our 20th year of giving scholarships and our 
first year as College/University Partners with SOU with toasts and birthday cake! It was a great way to 
start this meeting, referred to as the Presidents Meeting because it’s the last branch meeting conducted 
by our current co-presidents. 

The membership approved new board officers and our updated bylaws. We are so fortunate to have 
Elaine Hamlin and Sandy Theis as our new co-presidents. Both women are seasoned members with a 
lot of nonprofit board experience and will bring much to our branch. Diana Quirk is returning as our 
financial director (after a brief retirement), Peggy Moore will continue as secretary, Kate Wolf-Pizer 
and Carryl Breon will be our new members-at-large and Kathy Brandon will take the reigns as Public 
Policy Chair. 

We also presented our branch awards at this meeting. Chris Donchin, our AAUW Funds Chair began 
with the Named Gift Honorees.  Due to our increased contributions to AAUW Funds, we were able 
to present 7 awards this year.  These recipients are chosen based on their recent service to our branch. 
Christine Fernlund, Nancy Kramarenko, Priscilla Arnold, Regina Ayars, Sandra Coyner, Alice Mallory, 
and Wanda Chin are all valued members in their own individual ways and certainly very worthy award 
recipients! Heartfelt Congratulations to all of you!

Elaine Sweet, last year’s Florence Schneider award recipient presented Bessie Azari with this year’s 
award based on her many contributions to our branch over the years!  Having had the good fortune 
to work with Bessie on many projects and especially as co-president this past year I cannot think of 
a more worthy recipient! The awards portion of the program ended with the tossing of a beach ball 
among the membership acknowledging each other’s appreciation! We are a special branch with much 
appreciation from all of us! 

We were treated throughout the meeting with shorts skits (written by our script writer, Bessie Azari) 
reminding us of our $$$ 4 Scholars estate sale, which takes place the weekend of September 24-25! 
This bi-annual event raises money solely for scholarships and gives our members and their friends the 
opportunity to go through their closets and homes and donate items that can be sold to the public. 

Our program chairs, Sunny Anderson and Kathy Gorman, gave the membership time to share ideas for 
next year’s programs. We have much to look forward to in 2016 and 2017! 

Announcements were made of our upcoming state convention being held in Medford this year from 
April 22 through 24 and of  Equal Pay on Tuesday April 12, and EQUAL PAY FOR WOMEN t- shirts 
were available for sale. 

The next time we will see each will be on Friday, May 27 at the Celebration of Scholars, our signature 
event that we will all want to attend!

I would like to take this opportunity to let you all know that it has been an honor and privilege to serve 
you all for the past two years and I thank you for your assistance and encouragement! 

—Mimi Pippel

March 28, 2016 Meeting

FINANCIAL REPORT:

Scholarships:  73 members have donated over $24,000 to 2015-
16 scholarships for RCC, SOU, NCCWSL, and the general fund 
(which can be used for community grants and scholarships).  
SOU and RCC received two large donations this year, one for 
$20,000 (split evenly among the four funds) and one for $2,000.  

The scholarship funds are comprised of donations and earnings. 
Earnings from the Endowments are transferred to the Annual 
funds and used for the scholarships awarded in May.  

RCC Annual $  8,597
SOU Annual $14,860
RCC Endowment $19,003
SOU Endowment $174,458
NCCWSL $250
General $310
AWSEM $350

Financial Health:  The endowment funds at RCC and SOU now total 
$193,500.

AAUW Ashland has $7,000 in the checking account and $12,000 in a 
Money Market account.  

By moving $10,000 from the Money Market (earning about 1%) to a balanced 
fund at Vanguard (10-year average earnings have been 5%), AAUW Ashland 
could have about $500 in earnings next year.   

Dues Increase:  Branch dues for 2016-17 will increase from the current $15.00 
to $35.00. 

Board and Appointed Officers for 2016-17:  Members will vote for the 
elected positions at the April branch meeting. There is one vacancy for 
Member-at-large vacancy and a couple of appointed chairs. The Fundraising 
Chair will be filled after the Strategic Plan has been updated because the 
responsibilities for that position might change. 

Strategic Plan:  Due to the leadership and involvement of the Co-
Presidents, the branch successfully implemented the 2015-16 plan. The new 
Co-Presidents, both of whom have extensive strategic planning experience, 
will participate in the planning session along with Karen Spence and 

Continued on page 5

Board Notes
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Public 
Policy

AAUW’s Legal Advocacy

Public policy goals can be advanced through a variety of means: 
education, advocacy and lobbying, and litigation. The AAUW Ashland 
Public Policy Committee does the first three; the national AAUW’s 
Legal Advocacy Fund does education, but also litigation.

It provides resources to educate members and others who visit the 
website on the federal laws protecting women and girls against sex 
discrimination in the workplace and at educational institutions. 
It advises those who think they may have been subject to illegal 
discrimination to know their rights and how to find attorneys.

It also brings lawsuits. It is comparable to legal defense and education 
funds associated with other civil rights organizations, such as the 
NAACP and the “Inc. Fund” that represented the plaintiff in Brown v 
Board of Education. 

Among its currently active cases are Baldwin v Department of Defense, 
where they represent several service women who were subject to sexual 
assault. The plaintiffs claim that the military failed to provide them 
fair hearings or protect them from retaliation and brought suit in the 
civilian courts “fighting to reform the military justice system.” Another 
is Burhans v Yale. Ms. Burhans claims that she was discriminated against 
and eventually terminated “after years of attempting to help survivors of 
sexual assault on campus and alert Yale to potential Title IX violations.”

A final example, and particularly appropriate given our focus on pay 
equity, is Rizo v Fresno County Office of Education.  Ms. Rizo filed suit 
after she discovered that a male colleague, hired after her and with less 
experience and seniority, was hired at a much higher pay grade. Her 
employer, the Fresno County Office of Education, bases its pay for new 
employees exclusively on the employee’s prior salary history. 

When I read this I was appalled, but not surprised. Imagine how hard 
pay equity will be to achieve if every new employer simply replicates 
the pay inequities of prior employers, without consideration of what 
each employee is in fact bringing to the new position!!

Like many issues, pay equity is best challenged simultaneously on many 
fronts: education, lobbying and advocacy, and – through the Legal Advocacy 
Fund – litigation.

—Mary Coombs

Board Notes - Continued from page 4

Mimi Pippel. Sandra Coyner is scheduling 
the annual review, and she is looking for 
additional volunteers for the committee.  

State Convention:  Karen Spence and 
Peggy Moore will staff the registration 
table at the convention. Kathy Brandon will 
assemble Ashland’s basket for the silent 
auction. Peggy will donate a gift box of 
soaps.  Joan Brown is donating a painting, 
valued at $200. Based upon membership 
numbers, Ashland will have six delegate 
seats. Mimi and Bessie will identify our 
delegates. 

AWSEM:  AWSEM is in its 20th year and 
Carryl Breon has been working with SOU 
on this event for the past 12 years. 350 
middle school girls have been nominated 
by their science teachers; 150 are expected 
to attend. The Board allocated $350 for 
AWSEM this year, which will pay the fees 
for 10 needy girls.  Carryl will see that 
priority for our scholarships will be girls 
from Ashland.

NCCWSL:  Mimi, as the SOU liaison, has 
been working with SOU on potential 
NCCWSL candidates. SOU has raised 
money to send six women, one SOU 
student won a state scholarship, and 
AAUW Ashland will provide one 
scholarship. This is a marvelous 
opportunity for connecting, networking, 
and learning for these 8 SOU students. 

CELEBRATION OF SCHOLARS:  Rebecca 
Bender will be the keynote speaker. Rebecca 
is a wife, mother of four, CEO, author, 
mentor, and survivor of human trafficking. 
She now runs a non-profit based in Grants 
Pass that advocates for victims. Elisabeth 
Zinser will serve as MC for the event to be 
held on May 27 at SOU. 

—Christine Fernlund

Equal Pay Day
An enthusiastic group of AAUW women joined 

together to get out the word on Equal Pay Day, 
April 12. Several devoted members demonstrated 

on the Plaza in Ashland, wearing their colorful 
EQUAL PAY FOR WOMEN t-shirts, waved signs 

and engaged passing motorists and pedestrians. 
The event was prominently covered in The Daily 

Tidings (https://shar.es/1jAYK8) and on local TV 
news. Mary Coombs and Regina Ayars also had well 

written letters published in the Tidings, and Kathy 
Brandon’s letter was published in the Medford 

Tribune. Mary Coombs also garnered attention at 
an OSF performance of “Yeoman of the Guard”, to 
many cheers! Thanks for spreading the message— 

Equal pay for equal 
or comparable work 

NOW!!!

Above: Mary Coombs 
spreads the message at 
an OSF performance of 
“Yeoman of the Guard” 
on Equal Pay Day.

Below: Our dedicated and enthusiastic members demonstrate on the 
Plaza in Ashland. Left to right: Lyn Gutierrez, Joan Amaratti, Lesley 
Kaufman, Bessie Azari, Ginny Dugan, Pat Brewer, Mimi Pippel.
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Vote! Primary Election May 17
 APRIL 29:  Ballots mailed

 MAY 4 or 5:  If you haven’t received your ballot,  
  call the Elections Office: 541-774-6148

 MAY 13:   If you mail your ballot, be sure to mail it by this date to be  
  sure it is received by the Elections Office by 8 pm on Tuesday May 17.

 MAY 17:  Deadline for ballots can be mailed or dropped off at  
  official ballot boxes at libraries or other official locations.

Effective this year, Oregon’s new voter registration law modernizes voter registration and provides a secure, 
simple, and convenient way for more Oregonians to become registered voters. The new law registers a person 
to vote when they obtain or renew a state driver’s license or ID, and it’s partially retroactive.  The registration is 
provisional for 21 days, during which time applicants will be notified of their new status and given a chance to 
affiliate with a political party or opt out of voting.  Oregon is the first state to adopt an “opt-out” system.  The 
registration deadline was April 26.

On your ballot this year, along with candidates for president, senator, representative, Jackson County 
commissioners, and Oregon legislators, are a bond issue for Rogue Community College and a levy for the 
Rogue Valley Transportation District. 

RCC BOND ISSUE

This bond measure will support capital projects 
to improve facilities for student training in many 
areas, including healthcare, high technology 
manufacturing, fire science and emergency services, 
and computer science. RCC will also expand into 
new education and training areas. 

The funds will be used in both Jackson and Josephine 
counties. The contribution of property owners would 
be 5 cents per $1000 of assessed value, which will 
raise about $20 million. A home with an assessed 
value of $300,000 would pay $15 per year. The bonds 
will also help RCC qualify for $8 million in matching 
funds from the State Legislature. A recent study of 
Oregon Community Colleges found the return on 
investment is substantial, and graduates of RCC bring 
millions of dollars into the local economy in wages 
and taxes every year.  

RVTD 5-YEAR LEVY

The RVTD tax has not increased in 30 years, and 
the demand for services has grown. Currently, 7 
routes provide 1.3 million rides annually. A healthy 
public transportation system is a vital part of a 
healthy and sustainable community. It benefits 
students, those without cars, those who choose it 
as an environmental alternative to driving, and the 
community at large by reducing pollution. 

The RVTD levy of 13 cents per $1000 of assessed 
value would be about $26 per year on a $200,000 
assessed home—this tax would expire in 2021. 
The levy would allow the district to restore 
Saturday services and additional routes important 
to students. Without the levy, services will be cut 
even further. For more information, go to www.
roguevalleytransitnow.org.

VOTE!

In 1998, Oregon established vote-by-mail as the standard mechanism for voting when Initiative Ballot 
Measure 60 passed by a margin of 69.4% to 30.6%. Voting doesn’t get any easier than the Oregon system. Vote!

     —Pat Brewer & Gretchen King
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NCCWSL Scholarship News
Erica Lautrop, a sophomore at SOU, 
has been chosen as our branch’s first 
scholarship recipient for the National 
College Conference for Women Student 
Leaders (NCCWSL) to be held at the 
University of Baltimore, Maryland, June 
1-4, 2016.  Erica is passionate about 
working closely with the student body and 
student leaders of SOU.  She has experience 
working on the staff at the Women’s 
Resource Center, Planned Parenthood 
Advocates for Southern Oregon, and was 
recently elected as the Gender Equality and 
Sexual Diversity Senator at the Associated 
Students of Southern Oregon University.

Oneta Cantlon from SOU won the AAUW Oregon State NCCWSL scholarship.  
In addition, 6 additional SOU students have raised enough money to attend this 
conference.  They are Elena Zamarripa-Gray, Megan Mercier, Kendall Bartley, 
Rachel Baska, Demitra Olague and Rachel Blazinski. 

As their College/University Partner we’d like to say, “CONGRATULATIONS!”

Erica Lautrop, our NCCWSL Scholarship Recipient

$$$ 4 Scholars 
The $$$ 4 Scholars Sale aka “NOT A GARAGE SALE” Sale will be on September 24 
and 25. We will sell thousands of our never-used and gently used items. We all have 
“stuff ” we know it’s time to let go of---”stuff ” that can be put to good use by another 
member of our greater Ashland/Rogue Valley community. We’ll have a coffee stand 
and bake sale as well as a wine raffle. ALL PROCEEDS go into our scholarship fund. 
We netted $8,000 at our last sale and we plan to exceed that number this year.

Early this summer each member will receive a letter from the steering committee.  
Then each of you will receive a phone call to discuss the sale and how you can 
contribute. But don’t wait until the last minute! Start putting aside those items. Clean 
out those garages, closets, and drawers. Think about at least one contribution that can 
be sold for $10 or more. Ask for contributions from your friends and neighbors. AND 
ALL of your contributions are tax deductible now that we are a 501(c)3! 

We have storage in Anne Ainsworth’s giant garage for those items you need to get rid of 
right now. Call her at 541-488-0346 (please not between 1-3 pm).

The $$$ 4 Scholars team is Pat Brewer, Caroline Morse, Lyn Gutierrez, Mimi Pippel, Christy 
Austermann, and Mary Coombs. The co-chairs are Bessie Azari and Chris Donchin

Membership 
News

Membership Report

2016-2017 Registration

Per the board decision on March 28, dues 
for both new and continuing members will 
be: National, $49, State, $16, Branch, $35, 
for a total of $100. Dual members with a 
different primary branch will pay $35.

Renewal forms will be available at the 
upcoming Celebration of Scholars on May 
27. The Celebration is also an excellent 
time to invite potential new members to 
get a feel for who we are and what we do.

Oregon AAUW  
News

South District News

AAUW Medford Spring Garden Tour

Saturday, June 11, 10 am to 4 pm

Three gardens are located 
in East Medford, including 
the Hospitality area at the 
old Holmes Mansion inside 
Holmes Park. Two gardens 
are on Old Stage Road 
north of Jacksonville. AAUW Medford is 
partnering with Caprice Vineyards (on 
Old Stage Road) for the perfect place 
to stop for a glass of wine—and to visit 
their alpacas! Tickets are $15 and will be 
available at any Grange starting in May.

AAUW Grants Pass

Happy 70th Birthday to the Grants 
Pass Branch!  

In 1923 local college and university 
women sought to provide social contact 
for teachers within the community. As 
a result, the Grants Pass College Club 
was created. As the years passed and 
membership grew, campaigning to 
affiliate with the American Association 
of University Women (AAUW) began. 
Grants Pass Branch was chartered with 
AAUW on March 25, 1946.

In Our Thoughts
A card was sent to Phyllis Fernlund 
who is recovering from back surgery.

A card was sent to Wanda Chin upon 
learning that her father had passed 
away.

A card was sent to Chris Licata upon 
learning of the sudden death of her 
brother.

—Rosemary Adalian
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Interest 
Groups

Contact the Coordinator to join a group. 

Arts and Language

MUSICALS meets the third Monday of 
the month at 4:30 pm, usually at the home 
of Ed Perkins. Look for a group e-mail with 
details. Coordinator: Diane Novak

OPERA meets the 4th Monday of every 
month at 4 pm. Our next meeting will 
be on May 23 at the home of Ed Perkins. 
The opera selection will be announced by 
e-mail. Bring a hearty appetizer and wine 
or other beverage to share. The group will 
continue to meet through the summer 
months. Contact Nancy Kramarenko, 
Coordinator, if you have any questions.

PLAY READING  will meet on Friday, 
May 27, at Annette Lewis’s home, reading 
“The Yeomen of the Guard.” Coordinators: 
Annette Lewis and Carolyn Peake 

SHAKESPEARE AT OSF meets at 
Annette’s house on the 2nd and 4th 
Wednesdays, May 11 and 25, from 12:30 
to 3:00. We are currently reading “Richard 
II”. Bring a script and read with us.  
Coordinators: Annette Lewis and Peggy 
Audibert

Book Groups

ADELANTE! Online book group 
sponsored by AAUW. Go to www.aauw/
org/resource/adelante-book-list. In 
recognition of Asian-Pacific Heritage 
Month, May’s book is “A Tale for the 
Time Being” by Ruth Ozeki. Nao, a 16 
year old girl in Tokyo, decides to end it 

all to escape her aching loneliness and 
classmates’ bullying. But first she embarks 
on a journey to document the life of her 
great-grandmother and is pulled into the 
past to discover her own future. “A Tale for 
the Time Being” is a brilliantly inventive, 
beguiling story of our shared humanity 
and the search for home.

BRAIN BOOKS will meet Tuesday May 
24, 1:30-3:30 pm, at the Ashland Public 
Library to discuss Elizabeth Warren’s 
autobiography, “A Fighting Chance” 
(2014). This autobiography shows not only 
how one woman came to the Senate, but 
also gives considerable insight into the 
nature of economic inequality in America 
and how it can be changed. Coordinator: 
Sandra Coyner

DAY BOOKS is meeting on Wednesday, 
May 18, 1 pm, at the home of Chris 
Donchin to discuss “The Man in the 
Wooden Hat” by Jane Gardam. RSVP 
to Chris if you will attend. Coordinator: 
Laurie Carter

MONDAY EVENING BOOKS will 
be meeting at Mimi Pippel’s home on 
Monday, May 9, at 7 pm to discuss “My 
Brilliant Friend” by Elena Ferrante. Please 
contact Shannon if you have any questions. 
Coordinator: Shannon Stuver

DAY NONFICTION: We read books on 
historical or current topics at the homes of 
members on the 1st Wednesday at 1 pm. 
On May 4, a discussion of “The Imperial 
Cruise: A Secret History of Empire and 
War” by James Bradley will be led by Jean 
Conger at the home of Patt Rao. On June 1, 

Pat Brewer will lead us in discussing “The 
Sixth Extinction: An Unnatural History” 
by Elizabeth Kolbert at the home of Polly 
Hodges. We will not meet in July and 
will resume our meetings on August 3.  
Coordinator: Linda Lipkind

EVENING NONFICTION GROUP: 
Because of an increased interest in 
nonfiction reading among our AAUW 
members, an evening nonfiction group 
has been started. We would welcome new 
members! Our next meeting is Wednesday, 
May 18 and we will discuss “The Imperial 
Cruise: A Secret History of Empire and 
War” by James Bradley” at the home of 
Caroline Morse. The group will not meet in 
June and July. Coordinator: Ellen Fowler

THURSDAY EVENING MYSTERY 
GROUP will gather on Thursday, May 
12, at 7 pm at the home of Gayle Turner. 
The book to be discussed is “The Cuckoo’s 
Calling, Cormoran Strike #1” by Robert 
Galbraith (J.K. Rowling). Discussions are 
interesting even if you haven’t finished or 
read the book. Coordinators: Rosemary 
Adalian and Carol Madden

Dining, Knitting, Games, and 
Genealogy

POTLUCK DINNER GROUP will meet 
at 6 pm on Thursday, May 26, at the home 
of Dick and Elaine Sweet. Bring something 
wonderful to share and a bottle of wine. 
Make sure you RSVP to Elaine if you want 
a chair to sit in! Coordinator: Elaine Sweet

BOARD GAMES meets the 1st 
Wednesday at 7 pm. Our May meeting 
is May 4 at Joan Vogel’s home. RSVP to 
Joan and Christy. Coordinator: Christy 
Austermann

GENEALOGY: NOTICE:  New Meeting 
Time is 1:30-3:30!  The Genealogy Group 
meets on the 4th Thursday, 1:30-3:30 pm, 
at the Jackson County Genealogy Library, 
3405 S. Pacific Hwy., Medford. Our next 
meeting will be on Thursday, May 26. Any 
Ashland AAUW member interested in 
family research (beginning or advanced) 
who would like to share discoveries and 
tips with the group is welcome. We will 
help you get started. Coordinator: Linda 
Lipkind

KNITTERS AND STITCHERS  will meet 
Thursday, May 12, at the home of Michaela 
Rae, 1 - 3 pm. Please RSVP to Michaela 
and bring along a hand project to work 
on. Coordinators: Michaela Rae and Peggy 
Audibert

http:// www.aauw/org/resource/adelante-book-list.
http:// www.aauw/org/resource/adelante-book-list.
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What’s a birthday party without cake?
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Photos of interest group activities are welcome.

AAUW Ashland Website: 
http://ashland-or.aauw.net

In principle and in practice, AAUW values and 
seeks a diverse membership. There shall be no 

barriers to full participation in this organization 
on the basis of gender, race, creed, age, sexual 
orientation, national origin, disability or class.

AAUW Ashland 
April Branch Meeting

Our hardworking outgoing co-presidents, Bessie 
Azari and Mimi Pippel.  Thank you so much for 
everything! Why do you look so happy?

Nancy Schulman and Suzanne Duncan 
enthralled members attending a salon with tales 
of walking the Camino De Santiago.Members brainstorming next year’s meetings.

Gretchen King received a compliment, and gives a compliment to 
another member before passing the friendship ball.

http://ashland-or.aauw.net 

