
Diversity and Inclusion at SOU
Guest Speaker Marjorie Trueblood-Gamble
The idea of Diversity and Inclusion programs on college campuses 
has been around for decades, with the creation of the Campus 
Diversity Initiative back in the 1990s. It aimed at broadening the 
range of cultural and intellectual diversity in American higher 
education. Projects were created to introduce multicultural 
perspectives into the core curricula of colleges and universities. 

Promoting diversity was not only about making campuses more 
inclusive; it was a means of enriching the learning experience 
for all students. During the 1990s many college campuses were 
becoming more diverse in terms of race, religion, culture, and 
sexual orientation. This meant that many students were, for the 
first time, in a setting very different from their hometown or high 
school settings. The diversity on many campuses was seen as an 
opportunity for a much richer, broader experience for not only the 
students, but the faculty and staff alike.

Following the framework of the initiative, Southern Oregon 
University created a Diversity and Inclusion Oversight Committee 
in 2010, embracing the following commitments:

“We are a welcoming community committed to inclusive excellence 
and celebration of difference.

We pay close attention to the cultural 
differences learners bring to the 
educational experience.

We challenge each student to 
achieve academically and contribute 
to learning in partnership with 
members of the campus and the 
larger community.”

Marjorie Trueblood-Gamble is the current Director of Diversity 
and Inclusion at SOU, working closely with various diverse campus 
programs, students and faculty, ensuring that the university’s 
commitments to diversity and inclusion are met. She will share with 
our members the challenges, goals, successes, and future plans for 
the programs she oversees. 

Please join us for a timely, informative, and enriching presentation.

When:  March 9, 5–7:30 pm
Where:  Stevenson Union, Diversions Room

—Kathy Gorman, Program Co-chair
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March 9, 2017
THURS., 5–7:30 p.m. 
Branch Meeting: 
Speaker Marjorie Trueblood, 
SOU Director of Diversity and Inclusion, 
“Diversity and Inclusion”
Diversions Room, SOU

April 15, 2017
SAT., 9:30 a.m.–12 noon
Branch Meeting & Presidents’ Meeting: 
Election and installation of officers, Florence 
Schneider Award and Named Gift Honoree 
Award presentation, Platinum  Society Awards
Diversions Room, SOU

May 24, 2017
Wed., 6–9 p.m. 
Celebration of Scholars
Rogue River Room, SOU

June 23, 2017
FRI., 10 a.m.–2 p.m. 
Annual Board Retreat
Ashland Public Library, 
Guanajuato Room

June 30, 2017
AAUW membership  
renewal deadline for 
2017–2018

Yet, Freedom! yet thy banner, torn. but flying.
     Streams like the thunder-storm against the wind.

- Lord Byron

American Flag Tattoo Design 
By Enoki Soju
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Membership
Membership Chair Priscilla Arnold 
confirmed that our branch now has 183 
members, which continues to make us the 
largest AAUW Branch in Oregon. 

Celebration Of Scholars 
Mimi is considering the possibility of 
having an Ashland High School student 
(who spoke at the recent Women’s March 
in Ashland) speak at the Celebration 
of Scholars on May 24. The new SOU 
President will also be speaking. 

President’s Report
Sandy and Elaine informed the Board 
that the State has accepted our bylaws as 
submitted and sent them to National.  

Anyone interested in serving as the South 
District Representative beginning July 
1, 2017 should contact Elaine or Sandy. 
Phyllis Fernlund completes her two-year 
term June 30. This position is a great 
way to represent our Branch and meet 
members from Medford and Grants Pass. 

Liaison Reports
Regina Ayars sent a proposal to the 
Daily Tidings requesting permission 
for AAUW to submit an article on a 
quarterly basis to the paper. Regina has 
offered to write the article, however 
anyone who wishes to submit something 
can do so. Submissions will be read and 
chosen by a screening committee. 

Chris Donchin reported that we can honor 
seven people from our Branch as Named-
Grant Honorees for their outstanding 
contributions during the year. The 
Executive Board will meet and decide on 
the recipients. 

Some members who attended the January 
Branch meeting are forming a mentoring 
group using AAUW’s mentoring template 
to assist graduating SOU and RCC 
students in negotiating salaries during 
future job interviews. 

Thanks to Kathy Gorman for taking the 
meeting minutes.

—Peggy Moore, Secretary

Board Notes
December, 
2016 Meeting

Saturday, April 15: 
Presidents’ Meeting
Always a fun meeting: presentations 
of the Florence Schneider Award, 
awards to the Named-Grant 
Honorees, the Platinum Society. 
Plus election and installation of 
officers and more!

When:  Saturday, April 15,  
 9:30 am–Noon

Where: Diversions Room,  
 Stevenson Union

Nominations 
Are Now Being 
Accepted . . .
Elected officers on the Board of Directors 
vacant for next year are Co-President, 
Co-Financial Officer, and Member-at-
Large. You are encouraged to consider 
members you could recommend to these 
leadership roles. You may nominate your-
self or other members. 

Nominees for President should have expe-
rience in leadership within our Branch. The 
Financial Officer should have experience 
with budgeting and managing accounts. 
The Member-at-Large can be a new mem-
ber with an interest in serving on the Board 
on behalf of the general membership. 

We will also have some appointed 
positions open. You will find job 
descriptions at our Branch website. 

You may also contact Sandy Theis to learn 
more about the duties of the positions or 
are interested in serving our Branch in 
some way. Please send your nominations 
to Sandy. Thanks.

Receiving 
AAUW e-mails
A special message to ALL members: 
Please enter our all-member 
e-mail address in your e-address 
book so that you don’t miss 
important messages. All-member 
announcements will come to you 
from AAUWAshlandMembership@
gmail.com. Please be sure your 
system is not filtering this address 
out of incoming e-mail.

Salon Featuring Wanda Chin
What does Oregon have that no other state in the country can claim?  The Oregon 
Cultural Trust. Come to the Salon and hear Jackson County Cultural Coalition Board 
member and arts volunteer Wanda Chin talk about the Oregon Cultural Trust and how it 
benefits our communities. 

The Salon is Wednesday, March 1, from 4 to 5:30 pm, at the home of Chris Donchin. Donation 
is $10 and proceeds go to AAUW Funds. Appetizers, wine, and tea will be served. Call Chris 
to reserve a spot; space is limited. Salons are by members, for members, about members.

—Chris Donchin & Karen Spence, Chairs

When the winds 
of change blow, 
some people build 
walls and others 
build windmills.

—Chinese proverb



3

Public Policy

13 AAUW Ashland Members Lobby Lawmakers for Fair Pay and Lobby Day 2017

An unprecedented 13 Ashland members 
traveled to Salem to lobby our new legisla-
tors, Pam Marsh and Alan DeBoer, to ask 
them to vote “yes” for the fair pay bill. 

HB 2005 (SB 252) makes it an unlawful 
employment practice to discriminate in the 
payment of wages and unlawful to screen 
job applicants based on salary history. The 
bill also extends the time limitation to 
bring certain pay equity claims.

Representative Marsh voiced her support 
for the bill. Senator DeBoer received our 
references and materials but was not familiar 
with the bill, citing the fact that he has been 
in office only for a couple of weeks and 440 
bills have been presented so far. He was 
welcoming and receptive to our arguments.

HB 2232, relating to reproductive health 
care, requires the Oregon Health Authority 
to implement a program to reimburse 
costs of services, drugs, devices, and 
procedures related to reproductive health 
provided to individuals who can become 
pregnant and who would be eligible for 
medical assistance if not for certain federal 
requirements. We asked for a “yes” vote on 
this “emergency” bill also.

Sixty AAUW members from around 
the state met in the morning to hear 
speakers from the House and Senate and 
a representative from Governor Brown’s 
office. Jennifer Williamson, House 
Democratic leader, called this an “all-
hands-on-deck session” referring to the 

$1.8 billion hole in the budget. Pam Marsh 
said we are making our visit in a time of 
crisis. Finding new funding sources, we 
realized, has our lawmakers’ attention 
now—early in this long session.  

Our charge is to be persistent and to 
frequently urge our representatives to 
support fair pay. Attending Lobby Day 
for our Branch were: Regina Ayars, Bessie 
Azari, Pat Brewer, Sara Brown, Ginny 
Dugan, Christine Fernlund, Phyllis 
Fernlund, Erin Finklea, Mimi Pippel, Sarah 
Seybold, Sandy Theis, Sara Walker, and 
Paula Wilken. 

 —Bessie Azari, Public Policy

Lobby Day participants:  
From left: Sarah Seybold, Sara Brown, Regina Ayars, Paula Wilken, Representative Pam Marsh, Bessie Azari, Mimi Pippel, Christine Fernlund, Phyllis Fernlund

Come Senators, 
congressmen 
please heed the 
call, don’t stand 
in the doorway, 
don’t block up 
the hall. For he 
that gets hurt will 
be he who has 
stalled. There’s 
a battle outside 
and it is ragin’. It’ll 
soon shake your 
windows and 
rattle your walls 
for the times they 
are a changin’.

—Bob Dylan
3
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Scholarship News

27 Years—AAUW Ashland Scholarships Empowering Women’s Lives

She persists. We persist.   

We, Ashland AAUW, believe firmly that we 
can best empower women by providing our 
support financially toward helping them 
earn an education. For 27 years, Ashland 
AAUW has supported a scholarship fund. 
More importantly, we have grown, enlarged, 
and strengthened the funds. We persisted.

There is no more urgent time than now. 
Take action and make a gift to the AAUW 
Ashland Scholarship Funds. No gift is 
too small or too large—our individual 

contributions are together strong. If you are 
considering a planned or significant gift, 
contact Jean Conger and Chris Donchin.

We persist. Our students face rising 
tuition costs, the stress of working 2–3 
jobs to make ends meet, the burden 
of long-term financial debt. Now they 
face the unrest from social and political 
policies and actions that threaten their 
education and community.

We persist. Our partner schools recognize 
this need to set policies that strengthen 

each student’s education path. Read 
Rogue Community College’s Right to 
Learn resolution. 

We persist. So she can persist. 

We hope you have our letter of appeal on 
your desk. Please use the AAUW Ashland 
envelope to enclose and send a gift for 
scholarships. The details are in the letter. 
We thank you!

—Wanda Chin,  
AAUW Ashland Scholarship Co-Chair

Our group of 2016–17 AAUW Ashland scholars from Southern Oregon University and Rogue Community College. Read their stories in our AAUW Ashland monthly 
newsletters, available online at ashland-or.aauw.net
Montage of photos by Alice Mallory.

4 ways to Give
To AAUW Ashland Scholarships!
Scholarship funds are managed by each 

institution’s Foundation.

Donations made to the Annual Funds 
will be used this year for scholarships 
awarded in May 2017.

Endownment Funds were established 
to benefit women students for years to 
come. The principal remains intact and 
the earnings will be used exclusively for 
AAUW Ashland Scholarships at RCC and 
SOU, this year, next year, forever.

Check Writing Instructions:
Use a separate check for each fund.

Gifts for Southern Oregon University:
Make a check to SOU Foundation
Memo line:

1.  AAUW Annual
2.  AAUW Endowment

Gift for Rogue Community College:
Make a check to: RCC Foundation
Memo line:

3.  AAUW Annual
4.  AAUW Endowment

Gifts of every size are appreciated!
No gift is too small or large!

All contributions are tax-deductible.

Your employer may have a Matching 
Gift Policy. Inquire if they will match 
your donation.

If you are 70 ½ or older, and want to 
directly transfer a gift from your IRA 
account, see your IRA administrator.

EIN #93-6029623

Mail checks to:
AAUW Ashland
2305 Ashland St. Suite C #406
Ashland, OR 97504

27 Years – AAUW Ashland Scholarships

Give and be inspired by the lives you empower!

The same wind blows on us all,  
the difference is the set of the sail.

—Jim Rohn

https://web.roguecc.edu/president/right-learn
https://web.roguecc.edu/president/right-learn
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In Her Own Words
Lauren Aldana: Scholar, Athlete, Leader

“Looking at the other AAUW Ashland scholars, I thought how 
different we are, and yet all of us are smart and so motivated in 
our studies and what we do!” Lauren Aldana is motivated, and 
laughs when asked about work and life balance.

Athlete scholar Lauren Aldana, a senior at Southern Oregon 
University has completed her fourth and last Raider soccer 
season. Playing as a forward, she has made key plays worthy 
of news commentary throughout her college career. She has 
earned Academic All-Cascade Conference selection for several 
seasons. She was recently named Daktronics-NAIA Scholar 
Athlete for the second year.

With a full schedule, Lauren says, “I plan on graduating in the 
spring with a BA in Political Science, and minors in Spanish, 
Philosophy, and Education with an endorsement from the 
Honors College.” 

Lauren and her 2017 cohorts are organizing the Western Regional Honors Conference in 
April at SOU. The conference is titled “The Journey to Leadership” and convenes Honors 
students throughout the region. Lauren gained experience in SOU’s “Take the Lead” 
projects, such as a blood drive and organizing a mentor appreciation event.

While working as a barista on campus, Lauren campaigned for student government. 
She was elected for the 2016–17 term as an ASSOU student senator, representing 
the humanities and culture majors, including Women’s Studies. An AAUW Ashland 
scholarship for tuition gave her time and a chance to pursue leadership experiences.

Lauren serves on the two committees. Student Fees, which deals with budget; and 
Environmental Affairs, where their Green Fund supports sustainability projects at SOU. 
Lauren and her committee are working to recommend fossil fuels divestment.

For now, Lauren reports, “I am in 
the process of applying to the MAT 
Program at SOU as well as Teach for 
America.” After graduation, Lauren will 
bring a portfolio of leadership skills to 
offer her next playing field.

SOU Raider soccer forward Lauren Aldana #9 (r) 
was named to Academic All-Cascade Conference. 
SOU photo courtesy of Lauren Aldana

Lauren Aldana   
Photo by Cassidy Herick

Julie Downey, Broker 
Gateway Real Estate  
541 261 -7939
www.gateway-realestate.com/julie-downey

Liz Murphy, CFP MBA/Financial Advisor
Raymond James Financial Services
541-779-9907
Liz.Murphy@RaymondJames.com
raymondjames.com/lizmurphy

Annette Pugh, Broker
Gateway Real Estate
541-840-1455
eap@mind.net

Sara Walker, Broker
Patricia Sprague Real Estate
541-951-5454 
sara@hatsoff2u.com
www.hatsoff2u.com

Charitable 
Partners  

These four members have 
pledged to make a donation 

to either the AAUW/SOU 
or AAUW/RCC Scholarship 
Fund every time an AAUW 

member uses their services 
or refers someone who uses 

their services. We thank them 
for their generosity and 

dedication to AAUW.

WIN Purchases with Your Donations

Thanks to your generosity, the January WIN (Women in Need) fundraiser has enabled 
us to purchase a surveillance system and vacuum cleaners for Dunn House. The staff is 
truly appreciative!

The member book sale has been a huge success the last two meetings, bringing in over 
$200 for bus token purchase. The book sale will continue at most Ashland AAUW 
meetings (not at the Celebration of Scholars, however). If you would like to contribute 
books, please contact Carol Ryan.

     —Carol Ryan, WIN Chair

We are launching a campaign called Wind, Not 
War, which is about the alternatives to a fossil-fuels-
based economy and looking at wind, an alternative 
energy, as key to that in terms of issues of global 
climate change as well as issues of democracy. 

—Winona LaDuke

www.gateway-realestate.com/julie-downey
mailto:Liz.Murphy%40RaymondJames.com%20?subject=
http://raymondjames.com/lizmurphy
mailto:eap%40mind.net?subject=
mailto:sara%40hatsoff2u.com%20?subject=
www.hatsoff2u.comhttp://
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Membership 
News

Our Ashland Branch remains the largest in 
the state of Oregon and continues to have 
healthy growth. We are happy to welcome 
these new members, and are currently 
planning yet another orientation event for 
March 28. Be sure to look for the nametags 
with green dots, and make a point of 
meeting several new members when you 
attend a meeting. Please welcome these 
new members.

Tricia Acheatel left Maui, where she 
was raised, to get her degree in Biology 
from Oregon State University. She 
then attended UC San Diego Medical 
School but decided to pursue alternative 
medicine, practicing as a medical 
herbalist in San Diego for 14 years. She 
moved to Ashland in 2001 and opened 
Alchemy Botanicals. She has also become 
a certified life coach and EMyth Business 
coach. After selling Alchemy in 2014, she 
now specializes in women’s empowerment 
in coaching and consulting. Tricia likes 
cooking, travel, and teaching and she 
describes her work as helping women live 
their fullest and most vibrant lives. Her 
daughter, Natalie, grew up in Ashland and 
is currently in college in Denver.

Linda Barnett grew up in Cincinnati 
and graduated from the University of 
Cincinnati with a degree in Education. 
She obtained a Master’s in Educational 
Psychology from the University of Hawaii. 
Her first position, on Oahu, was teaching 
a small group of emotionally disturbed 
children and then later leading a resource 
room for learning disabled elementary-

aged children. Following a sabbatical year 
in Ashland, Linda and her husband moved 
to Oregon, where she completed a Master’s 
degree in English. In Ashland, Linda has 
taught at both Lincoln Elementary and 
Ashland High School—and especially 
enjoyed theatrical projects with her classes. 
She retired in 2011 and now volunteers 
at the Jackson County Animal Shelter. 
Another particular interest is opera.

Sharon Dean grew up in Massachusetts. 
She earned undergraduate and graduate 
degrees at the University of New Hampshire 
and remained a resident there until her 
move to Oregon five years ago. She taught 
writing and literature at Rivier University.  
After giving up scholarly writing that 
required footnotes, she reinvented herself 
as a writer of mysteries! Since moving to 
Ashland with husband Ronald, Sharon has 
published three novels, and loves being 
near her daughter, son-in-law, and five-
year-old grandson. She takes and teaches 
OLLI classes and enjoys the cultural and 
recreational activities of the Rogue Valley.

Karen Hiller was awarded a Bachelor’s 
degree in English Literature from San 
Diego State University, and an MBA with 
emphasis in Organizational Behavior 
from California Lutheran University. 
She worked for 24 years at Southern 
California Gas Company. After relocation 
to Seattle, she has worked in Human 
Resources and retired to Ashland in 
2013. Karen and husband Jim hosted 
an exchange student from Belgium for 
Ashland High School. They like to travel, 
and Karen volunteers at OSF, AIFF, and 
the Schneider Museum. She can be seen 
walking her Jack Russell Terrier, Barkley, 
and enjoying the beautiful scenery.

Susan Hollandsworth  Becoming a 
public school teacher was Susan’s long-
time ambition. She earned a BS and then 
an MEd in Education from Southern 
Oregon University. For 17 years, she taught 
for the Central Point School District. 
After receiving her administrative license 
from the University of Oregon, she 
began working for the Ashland School 
District, serving as assistant principal at 
Ashland Middle School and then principal 
at Lincoln and Helman Schools. She 
shared responsibility for developing the 
Soroptomist Strong Girls/Strong Women 
program at Helman. Susan retired in 
2012 and now works for SOU as a student 
teacher supervisor and adjunct instructor. 
She and husband David raised their two 
daughters here in Ashland.

Sarah Seybold graduated from Mercy 
college of Nursing and then received 
her BSN at University of San Francisco 
and MSN from UC San Francisco. She 
has a long history of volunteer activities, 
beginning with the Peace Corps in Turkey 
and Brazil, and citizen diplomacy with the 
former USSR, 1985–90. Her professional 
work has included 18 years as a nurse 
educator, including teaching Mental 

Health/Chronic Illness at SOU for OHSU, 
until retirement in 2011. Her interest in 
spirituality and world religions led to 
certification as a spiritual director from 
Mercy Center in CA. Sarah has training 
as hospice nurse and certification as an 
End-of Life Counselor. She volunteers 
at Hospice Unique Boutique and is on 
the Board of Southern Oregon Friends 
of Hospice. She also enjoys golfing and 
walking Riley the golden retriever.

Jill Weier began piano lessons at age 
seven, and grew up singing in ensembles. 
She attended Pacific Lutheran University, 
earning a BA in choral music. She taught 
K–12 music in Washington and Oregon 
for more than 20 years—and loved every 
minute of it!  She received her MEd from 
Western Washington University. Jill and 
husband Michael attended many OSF 
performances over the years and knew 
that Ashland was the place for their 
retirement. They moved here in the fall 
of 2015 and adopted a little dog. They 
love to travel—anywhere! Jill also enjoys 
reading, writing poetry, playing piano, 
and drinking LOTS of coffee.

—Priscilla Arnold, Membership Chair

New members, from left:  Sharon Dean, Linda Barnett, Catherine Lutes, Jill Weier
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AAUW SOUTH DISTRICT NEWS

Medford Branch Meetings

Saturday, March 4, 9:30 am,  
Rogue Credit Union, 1330 Poplar Drive

“Endowments and Funding 
  The Crucial Work of AAUW.” 

Saturday, April 1, 9:30 am,  
Rogue Credit Union, 1330 Poplar Drive

“Women Warriors and Returning Vets.”

Grants Pass Branch Meeting

Thursday, March 16, 6 pm, Fruitdale Grange

    “Women and Communities Prosper,  
      Thanks to Dutch Brothers”  
      with Jennifer Wheatley, PR Foundation  
      Director, Dutch Brothers Coffee.

AAUW Oregon   
News

AAUW Oregon State Convention   
April 21–23, Salishan Resort, Gleneden Beach

“Turning the Tide for  Women & Girls”

Head to the coast for this year’s  
AAUW Oregon Convention! Here are 
the highlights.

Friday Keynote speaker: National 
AAUW Board President Patricia Fae  
Ho gives an update on current public 
policy issues. 

Saturday Speakers

•	 Ellen Rosenblum, Attorney General 
for the State of Oregon, will talk 
about current issues in State 
government and take questions. 

•	 Emily Evans, Women’s Foundation 
of Oregon, will accept the Breaking 
Barriers Achievement Award and 
share her insights.

•	 Heather Mason, Legal Advocacy 
Fund plaintiff, will talk about 
the suit against the University of 
Tennessee, which was recently 
successfully settled. 

Saturday Break-Out Sessions

•	 Learn about practical tools and 
techniques you can put to use in 
your Branch right away.

•	 Learn how AAUW programs like 
TechTrek and WorkSmart actually 
operate.

•	 Learn about current research 
results and campus attitudes toward 
gender equity.  

Sunday: At lunch hear from our 
Public Policy Chair, Trish Garner, on 
how our issues are going in Salem.

Registration deadline is April 1. Open 
your Oregon News e-mailed to you 
on February 13 or go to the AAUW 
Oregon website for registration form 
and more info.

The Florence Schneider Award
Florence Schneider was a strong proponent 
and lifetime member of AAUW. She 
received our Outstanding Member Award 
in 1988 and 1989. In 1990 she was an 
Educational Foundation Named Grant 
honoree. Florence and her husband, Bill, 
had a dynamic impact on SOU, OSF, and 
other community programs. Perhaps the 
most visible signs today are the Schneider 
Museum of Art and the Schneider 
Children’s Center.

In the Ashland Branch, Florence is most 
remembered as an active recruiter and 
mentor for new members, especially 
younger women. As one of her recruits, Joan 

Thorndike said, “Florence . . . forced us to 
keep learning, she pushed each of us beyond 
what seemed comfortable, she acted as an 
unbeatable role model, she expected us to 
question, and she expected us to show up 
and contribute.” Many of our members have 
such stories of the impact this energetic 
woman had on their lives, a woman who 
passionately believed that AAUW should 
be an important part of every educated 
woman’s life.

After Florence’s death in 1999, our Branch 
established the Florence Schneider Award 
in 2000 to honor other members with 
outstanding service to AAUW and the 

Ashland Branch. Each year a committee 
of former recipients selects an Ashland 
Branch member for this award from nomi-
nations submitted by our membership. 

The recipient should exemplify the 
following values drawn from the life of 
Florence Schneider:

•	 Longstanding service to and loyal 
member of AAUW

•	 Committed to AAUW’s goals of 
lifelong education, equity for women 
and girls, and positive societal change

•	 Serves as a strong mentor for strong 
women

•	 Values intergenerational living

•	 Shares personal talents in a 
thoughtful and deliberate manner.

We invite you to e-mail your nomination, 
with a description of the service this 
member has given to the Branch, to Pat 
Brewer by March 15. This award will 
be presented at the April meeting. Past 
recipients: Norma Curtis and Betty Lou 
Dunlop, Helen Seiber, Treva Tumbleson, 
Laura Patton, Bettie Henry, Claire Carroll, 
Jan Waitt, Eleanore Perkins, Jean Conger, 
Suzanne Duncan, Diana Quirk, Nancy 
McLaughlin, Pat Brewer, Sherri Morgan, 
Carryl Breon, Elaine Sweet, Bessie Azari. 
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Interest 
Groups
Contact the Coordinator 
to join a group.

Arts and Language
MUSICALS meets the third Monday of 
the month at 4:30 pm, usually at the home 
of Ed Perkins. Look for a group e-mail. 
Coordinator: Diane Novak

OPERA meets at 4 pm on the first Tuesday 
of each month. Our next meeting is 
March 7 at the home of Ed Perkins.  We 
will watch the recently aired PBS Great 
Performances showing of “Bel Canto 
The Opera,” a world premiere from 
Lyric Opera of Chicago. Bring a hearty 
appetizer/potluck dish and wine or other 
beverage to share. For further information, 
contact Coordinator: Nancy Kramarenko.

PLAY READING will be at 4 pm the 4th 
Friday of the month: March 24. Location 
TBD. Coordinators: Annette Lewis and 
Carolyn Peake

SHAKESPEARE AT OSF meets at 
Barbara Willson’s home the 2nd and 4th 
Wednesday of each month at 12:30 pm. 
This month we meet March 8 and 22. 
For more details contact Annette Lewis. 
Coordinators: Annette Lewis and Peggy 
Audibert

Book Groups
ADELANTE! Online book group 
sponsored by AAUW. Go to www.aauw/
org/resource/adelante-book-list. March 
is Women’s History Month, and the 
book is “Sisters In Law: How Sandra Day 
O’Connor and Ruth Bader Ginsburg Went 
to the Supreme Court and Changed the 
World” by Linda Hirshman. This dual 
biography shows how these women were 
strengthened by each other’s presence 
and transformed our country into a more 
equal place for women.

BRAIN BOOKS will discuss “Phishing for 
Phools: The Economics of Manipulation 
and Deception” by George Akerlof and 
Robert Shiller (2015) on Tuesday, March 28, 
1:30-3:30 pm, in Ashland Public Library. 
Book theme is how free markets incentivize 
deception but can be resisted. Coordinator 
Sandra Coyner.

DAY BOOKS meets on the 3rd 
Wednesday of each month from 1-3 pm. 
We will meet at the home of Laurie Carter 
on Wednesday, March 15. We will discuss 
“The Glass Room” by Simon Mawer led by 
Laurie Carter RSVP to the Coordinator: 
Kate Wolf-Pizor

MONDAY EVENING BOOKS Kori 
Calvert will be leading the discussion on 
“The Turner House” by Angela Flournoy 
at Peggy Audibert’s home on Monday, 
March 13, at 7 pm. Any questions, contact 
Coordinator: Shannon Stuver

DAY NONFICTION: On March 1 we 
will meet at the home of Debra Barth, 
who will lead us in discussing “Astoria” 
by Peter Stark. On April 5 we will review 
“Daughters of the Samurai” by Janice P. 
Nimura at the home of Linda Lipkind, 
discussion leader. Coordinator: Linda 
Lipkind

EVENING NONFICTION meets on the 
3rd Wednesday of each month at 7 pm. 
On March 15 we will  discuss “Gutenberg’s 
Apprentice: A Novel” by Alix Christie 
at the home of Margaret Karsten, and 
on April 19 we will discuss “Astoria” by 
Peter Stark, locations to be announced. 
We would welcome new members!  
Coordinator: Ellen Fowler

THURSDAY EVENING MYSTERY will 
meet on Thursday, March 9, at 7 pm, at 
the home of Sally Grady to discuss “The 
Drowning Pool” by Ross McDonald. 
Please call Sally if you need directions to 
her home. Coordinators: Carol Ryan or 
Rosemary Adalian

Dining, Games, Knitting & Genealogy
DINNER CLUB: Enjoy casual dinners 
three times a year. Coordinators: Sunny 
Anderson and Elaine Sweet

POTLUCK SUPPERS: Look for an email. 
Coordinator: Elaine Sweet

BOARD GAMES meets the 1st 
Wednesday of the month at 7 pm. 
Our March meeting is March 1 at Jean 
Conger’s home and April is at Katharine 
Lang’s home. Please RSVP to Host 
and Coordinator.Coordinator: Christy 
Austermann

GENEALOGY Our meeting time is 1:15-
3:45 pm on the 4th Thursday at the Jackson 
County Genealogy Library, 3405 S. Pacific 
Hwy., Medford. The next meeting is March 
23. We welcome any AAUW Ashland 
member interested in family research 
(beginning or advanced) who would like 
to participate in the exchange of family 
history discoveries, stories, photos, and 
tips. Coordinator: Linda Lipkind

KNITTERS AND STITCHERS will meet 
Thursday, March 9, 1:00–3:00 pm, at the 
home of Kate Wolf-Pizor. Please bring 
a hand-project to work on and RSVP to 
Kate to let her know you will be coming. 

My lips are chapped from 
the winds of change.

—Sarah Vowell

http://www.aauw/org/resource/adelante-book-list
http://www.aauw/org/resource/adelante-book-list
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Women’s March—Washington, DC
By Sharan Newman

I went to Washington because I felt I had to be at the 
source of power, even if I was only another pink hat in 
a stream. Being there gave me hope for the first time 
since November. The diversity of the protesters was only 
matched by their uniform determination not to let the 
Republicans think they can destroy the country without 
a fight. I support all of their causes, but health care 
touched me the most. 

When your Congressperson votes to dismantle the 
Affordable Care Act, the young man at the left is the 
one who will have fewer treatment and education 
options. They are attacking the most vulnerable first. 
We are the only first-world country without national 
health. Could it possibly be because there is such a 
powerful health insurance lobby?

On that same note; United 
Health Workers. There were 
at least a hundred of them, 
with shirts, purple hats, 
and stickers. (They gave me 
one.) They marched for health 
care for all and better working 
conditions for those who do 
the real caring; home health 
workers, CNAs, and nurses.

Women’s March—Los Angeles
By Regina Ayars

I was supposed to be in 
Washington, DC for Hillary’s 
inauguration, but alas that did 
not happen. Instead, I went to 
LA to walk with my sister and 
niece. My sister lives in North 
Hollywood so we could take the 
Metro downtown to the Civic 
Center. After a short walk to the 
station, we waited in long lines 
to buy tickets. It was clear that 
Metro had not prepared for the 
volume of riders. One machine 
was broken and there was no 
staff in sight to answer questions. 
Once on the platform, we waited for the train, which usually runs every 20 minutes. First 
train was crowded and my sister said let’s wait for the next train so we can sit. What a joke! 
After two more packed trains we pushed in to stand along with everyone else. People were 
standing with their handwritten signs talking and laughing with each other.

We got off a stop before the Civic Center because word 
came around that getting out and up the elevators was a 
challenge. Once up on ground level, we joined the flow 
of people moving in one direction. Drums beat, people 
chanted, dogs barked, and small steps kept us moving 
forward. I kept taking pictures of the clever signs people 
had written: FREE Melania, EQUITY for ALL, 1968 is 
Calling Don’t Answer, The Future is Female, and lots and 
lots of pink pussy hats. 

 At one point, people turned around and moved in the 
direction we had just been coming from. Why? Speakers 
had spoken and the rally was over. We had not even 
gotten to the Civic Center. Someone told us to march 
around the block or continue on to the Civic Center. We 
did what we were told. Finally, we could see the light 
of day at the Civic Center. People were spread out and 
relaxing and enjoying the sunshine. 

We boarded the train and found lots of seats. People looked tired but satisfied. The day had 
been a success. The people had spoken and we were heard at least by each other.
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Women’s March—Ashland
By Alice Mallory

Six neighbors and friends gathered at our house, and my husband Darryl and neighbor 
Sherm shuttled us to the starting point near the Library, where thousands of women, 
reinforced by their “foot soldiers” (men, teenagers, children), came together for this 
moment in history. The energy was electrifying as friends and strangers exchanged 
greetings, snapped pictures, and made room for one another. After a moment of silence, 
the crowd was led in an oath to preserve, protect, and defend the Constitution of the 
United States. We then we proceeded down Main Street in a slow-moving tidal wave of 
unity with sister marches across the United States and the world.

At the Bandshell messages and songs from a diverse 
group of presenters galvanized the marchers, now 
assembled on the hillsides of Lithia Park. Mimi 
Pippel spoke of educating ourselves about implicit 
bias and demanding action from our legislators. She 

spoke of the glass ceiling being made of 
concrete, and of the need for new tools to 
break it. The Peace Choir sang.  A young 
woman from Ashland High (Co-Student 
Body President Kate Joss-Bradley) rallied 
the crowd with her passionate letter to 
“Dear Mr. Trump,” calling out inequity, 
and calling for We The People to weave the 
“fabric of our torn nation” back together.   

My personal reasons for marching 
were expressed in my handprinted 
sign: “Dignity, Respect, Equity 
for ALL.”  I was also marching 
to honor women who came 
before me—women across the 
generations, like my grandmother, 
who came to America for the 
promise of a better life. Women 
who marched 100 years ago to 
secure our right to vote. Women 
who’ve suffered and survived 
poverty and pain. Women of color 
who’ve been victims of racism. 

For myself, this moment in history 
was a memorable and moving experience, delivering a renewed promise of hope, power, 
and commitment for women and all who support human rights, justice, and freedom. 

Women’s March—Portland
By Phyllis Fernlund

Christine Fernlund, Rochelle DeForrest, and 
I braved the rain for the Portland Women’s 
March. There were 100,000 people there of all 
ages, backgrounds, and interests. Strangers 
talked with us about many issues affecting 
women and girls. 

We used our big golf umbrellas to provide cover 
for a little girl in a red wagon while we were 
waiting for the march to begin. She used the 
time to go through her entire snack pack that 
her mother had prepared for her. The march was 

uplifting, energetic, and filled the streets with the sound of drummers, chants, and song. 

The only downside is that there were so many people that we could not really hear the 
speakers (and we missed hearing Mimi’s speech in Ashland), and we could not find the 
AAUW group. It was great to be there and to be a part of the big effort to get attention to 
women’s issues. 
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February 2017 Meeting

Wanda Chin kicking off our scholarship drive

Carol Mockridge demonstrating our AAUW Ashland website Mimi Pippel demonstrating the National AAUW website

Political language... is designed to make lies 
sound truthful and murder respectable, and 
to give an appearance of solidity to pure wind. 

—George Orwell
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