
Health care is undergoing a major trans-
formation that will affect and involve each 
of us. Instead of focusing largely on “sick 
care,” health care professionals will put a 
greater emphasis on “well care,” not just for 
individuals but for entire populations.

This approach emphasizes wellness, 
education and disease prevention to reduce 
the need for costly medical care. Patients 
will go from being passive health care 
recipients to vocal partners. 

Asante has been proactive in preparing 
for this transformation. Join us in March 
to learn how Asante Ashland Community 
Hospital and Asante Physician Partners are 
creating a model designed to keep us all 
healthier. Local experts will explain how 
women’s health fits in the new world of 
health care, how to find the right doctor 

and become an advocate for your own 
care, and what you need to know about 
gynecologic and breast health.

Our panel includes:
•	 Liz	Murphy, moderator and president, 

Ashland Community Hospital 
Foundation Board of Directors

•	 Sheila	Clough, CEO, Asante Ashland 
Community Hospital

•	 Whitney	Welter,	COO, Asante  
Physician Partners

•	 Hillary	Seger,	MD, gynecologist, Asante 
Physician Partners–Ashland

•	 Rob	Hibner, director of Ancillary and 
Support Services, Asante Ashland 
Community Hospital

•	 Janet	Troy, executive director, Ashland 
Community Hospital Foundation

The program will include a presentation by 
each panelist, plus plenty of time for Q&A. 
Bring your spouse, partner, and friends.  
See you there.

When:						March	23,	5:30	to	7:30	p.m.

Where:					SOU	Stevenson	Union	
	 			Rogue	River	Room
	 			No	parking	restriction
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Looking	Ahead
Membership Meeting  March 23
Board Meeting     March 28
Salon March 31
President’s Meeting  April 9
Equal Pay Day    April 12
State Convention  April 22-24
Celebration of Scholars Event  May 27

Mission: AAUW advances equity for  
women and girls through advocacy,  
education, philanthropy and research.

YOUR	CARE,	YOUR	VOICE
How healthcare reform is giving you more control

March	23, Wednesday, 5:30–7:30 pm: 
Asante Hospital presentation on new technologies  
and ideas for women’s health

April	9, Saturday, 10:00 am–12n:  
Presidents’ Meeting , AAUW’s 80th Birthday Bash

April	22–24, Friday, Saturday and Sunday: 
AAUW State Convention at Inn at The Commons,  
200 N Riverside Ave, Medford

May	27, Friday, 5:00-8:00 pm:  
Celebration of Scholars Event & Social

2016 BRANCH MEETINGS/PROGRAMS  

Come	Celebrate	
AAUW	Ashland’s	

80th	Birthday	Bash
Saturday,	April	9,	10	am	to	12	noon

See	page	3	for	details.

http://ashland-or.aauw.net


2

From	January,	2016

Fundraising
There will be a presentation to the mem-
bership from the Fundraising Committee 
and the Board to increase dues to the 
Branch $20 a year.  The increase will make 
the amount the Branch keeps from the 
$100 annual dues $35.  We currently re-
ceive only $15.00 for operational expenses. 

Our operational expenses are $6,250 a 
year. Customarily organizations expect to 
cover their operational expenses by dues.  
Currently, assuming 150 members, the total 
income for the Branch is $2,250.  In the 
past most of that money was covered by the 
Garden Tour which we are not holding this 
year.  The  Garden Tour is a tremendous 
amount of work for very little income. 

In the past members paid for the 
Celebration of Scholars Brunch (about $20) 
and were expected to purchase two tickets 
to the Garden Tour (about $30). These 
costs are no longer incurred. So members 
benefit from the two signature events 
for Ashland AAUW being “cost free.”  In 
addition, we are now a 501 c 3 non-profit 
for income tax purposes, making the dues 
cost tax deductible. 

Members will be invited to take their 
comments and questions to Board 
representatives at the February branch 
meeting or contact members of the Board 
with any questions. 

The co-Presidents will make a presentation at 
the February Branch meeting on this topic. 

National Fundraising Policy 
Clarification
Mimi reported on the National changes in 
their fundraising policies and the Donor 
Bill of Rights. We need to be very careful 
how we advertise how contributions will 
be spent in relation to any fundraising 
activities. The new Legacy Circle name will 
be introduced at the next meeting after 
conferring with the Circle Members. 

What Can National Do For US?
National is asking branches what National 
can do for local AAUW branches. 
Suggestions from our Board included: 
provide a program on human trafficking and 
send a speaker once a year at no cost to the 
Branch. National has “programs in a box” 
on a variety of topics. Check the website. 

Bylaws Review
Sandra Coyner presented a copy of the new 
bylaws proposed by the committee working 
on them. She pointed out that Bylaws are 
not intended to micromanage day to day 
workings or operations of branches, but to 
provide legal protections and to anticipate 
problems. The next steps:  Bylaw changes 
require a 2/3 vote of members attending 
the April Branch meeting. An all member 
email including attachments of proposed 
new bylaws will be sent notifying members 
of this responsibility no later than two 
weeks prior to the meeting. 

—Peggy Moore, Recording Secretary 

Board	
Notes

Money	Business
AAUW, Ashland Branch, created 
an endowment fund at Southern 
Oregon University with small 
donations and monies designated 
through our annual budget 
beginning in 1996 when the “AAUW 
Memorial Scholarship for SOU 
Women Students” was established 
by a $5,000 contribution from Mary  
Myers.  Our branch needed to 
increase the fund to $10,000 within 
the next five years to satisfy the SOU 
Foundation requirements. Currently 
our endowment fund is worth  
around $168,653.  SOU Foundation 
has determined 3 ½ percent of the 
principal is allotted to scholarships 
which means in 2016 our branch 
has around $5,900 to offer for SOU 
scholarship awards. 

    —Jean Conger, Endowment Chair

Charitable	Partners	—		

These five members have pledged to 
make a donation to either the AAUW/
SOU or AAUW/RCC Scholarship Fund 
every time an AAUW member uses their 
services or refers someone who uses 
their services. We thank them for their 
generosity and dedication to AAUW.

Julie	Downey, Broker 
Gateway Real Estate  
541	261	-7939
www.gateway-realestate.com/julie-
downey

Christina	Licata Broker 
John L. Scott Real Estate, Medford 
541-414-7273
christinalicata@johnlscott.com
www.christinalicata.johnlscott.com

Liz	Murphy,	CFP MBA/Financial Advisor
Raymond James Financial Services
541-779-9907
Liz.Murphy@RaymondJames.com
raymondjames.com/lizmurphy

Annette	Pugh,	Broker
Gateway Real Estate
541-840-1455
eap@mind.net

Sara	Walker,	Broker
Patricia Sprague Real Estate
541-951-5454	
sara@hatsoff2u.com
www.hatsoff2u.com

www.gateway-realestate.com/julie-downey
www.gateway-realestate.com/julie-downey
mailto:christinalicata%40johnlscott.com%20?subject=
http://www.christinalicata.johnlscott.com%20%20
mailto:Liz.Murphy%40RaymondJames.com%20?subject=
http://raymondjames.com/lizmurphy
mailto:eap%40mind.net?subject=
mailto:sara%40hatsoff2u.com%20?subject=
www.hatsoff2u.comhttp://
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Public	
Policy

Equal Pay Day is Tuesday, April 12
Equal Pay Day symbolizes the day when 
women’s earnings catch up to men’s 
earnings for the previous year. The pay gap 
is real and it hurts families.  Since the first 
Equal Pay Act was signed in 1963 the gap 
has been closing at a snail’s pace, from 59 
cents/$ in 1963 to 78 cents/$ in 2014, an 
increase of less than half a cent per year. At 
this rate women won’t catch up until 2059!  

Over a lifetime this discrimination equates 
to $700,000 for a high school graduate, 
$1.2 million for a college graduate, and $2 
million for women with a graduate school 
diploma. The pay gap is even worse for 
women of color. A Pay Check Fairness 
Act was most recently introduced into 
Congress in 2012 but defeated. At least 21 
states recently proposed bills to eliminate 
this discrimination but all were ultimately 
defeated. 

No equal pay act is anticipated for the 
short 2016 Oregon legislative session, but 
AAUW Oregon is hopeful such a bill will 
be introduced in the 2017 session. Your 
public policy team will keep you posted.

—Kathy Brandon

Happy	80th	
Birthday	AAUW	
Ashland
On Saturday April 9th, from 10 am to 12 
noon we will be celebrating our branch’s 
80th birthday! In addition to being 
the largest branch in Oregon, we have 
many other things to celebrate. This is 
traditionally the President’s Meeting but 
Barack Obama is busy so Bessie Azari and 
Mimi Pippel are “stepping up to the plate” 
this year! 

We will be acknowledging members who 
have contributed countless hours to our 
organization by presenting our Named 
Gift Honoree awards and the Florence 
Schneider Award. Please join us in 
thanking these deserving members.

This meeting is when we elect our officers 
for the 2016-17 year and there will be a vote 
to approve the recently updated bylaws. 
There are still a few board vacancies so if 
you or someone you know is interested in 
serving in any capacity please let us know. 
We will find a place for you! 

April 9th will be the last branch meeting 
of this year with a very important agenda 
as well as a few surprises from your co-
presidents so don’t miss it!

Respectfully,
Mimi Pippel

Oregon	Legislative	Lobby	Day
Energy filled the halls and meeting chambers of the Oregon state capital on AAUW Lobby 
Day, Feb 10. The 35 day short session is usually relatively quiet and considers only loose ends 
from the previous session, but this year significant legislation including minimum wage, 
energy and climate, housing, and guns filled the docket.  Six Ashland Branch members, 
Regina Ayars, Bessie Azari, Kathy Brandon, Christine Fernlund, Phyllis Fernlund, and Mimi 
Pippel traveled to Salem to participate in the annual event facilitated by Trish Garner, AAUW 
Oregon State Public Policy Chair.  Trish’s agenda featured women legislative leaders, strategies 
on lobbying, and future challenges and opportunities for public policy.  

Attendees representing many Oregon branches listened to Representative Carla Piluso 
(D-Gresham) speak about her path from police chief to new state legislator. An AAUW 
member, Piluso also discussed her efforts on behalf of women veterans. 

Senator and President Pro Tempore Diane Rosenbaum (D-Portland) spoke about the 
amended minimum wage bill that divides Oregon into three geographical sectors and 
raises wages in stages to a maximum of $14.75 in Portland by 2022.  She was supported by 
arguments from Andrea Paluso, Executive Director of Family Forward Oregon.  Paluso 
discussed the ramifications of women’s economic insecurity and asserted that “$13.50 is the 
minimum adequate wage for self sufficiency” in the middle sector, encompassing Jackson 
County.  Both women praised the last legislative session where three measures important to 
women were passed: Wage transparency, birth control and paid sick leave.  

Emily Evans of Women’s Foundation of Oregon sought help from AAUW in conducting 
the first research study since 1998 on the status of women and girls in Oregon.  Emily will 
travel throughout Oregon this spring collecting data and the report will be available online 
at their website in September 2016.

In the afternoon, Ashland members kept appointments with legislators and their aides.  
Kathy and Regina visited with Senator Alan Bates (D-Medford) who answered questions 
about the minimum wage bill.  He pointed to research that showed that moderate, 
staged wage increases would minimize Medicaid eligibility impact. Bessie reported that 
Sal Esquivel (R –Medford) believes the minimum wage was never meant to be a “living 
wage.”  Kathy, Regina, Mimi, and Christine met with the aide for Majority Leader Jennifer 
Williamson (D –Portland) to discuss the strategies for the 2017 legislative session, including 
pay equity, childcare, and housing.  
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In	Her	Own	Words:	
Adriana Alexander,  
AAUW Ashland Axelrod/Shih Family Trust Scholar 
“I am anticipating graduation summa cum laude in June 2016 
with a Bachelor of Science in Cellular and Molecular Biology. 
After completion of my undergraduate degree, I am interested in 
pursuing a doctoral program in biomedicine.  

“During summer 2015, I completed a 10-week internship at the 
National Institutes of Health in Bethesda, MD. My research proj-
ect involved investigating the role of zinc in regulating ovastacin, 
a cortical granule protease, in mouse oocytes. I presented a poster of my work at the NIH 
Poster Day in Bethesda, MD where other bachelor, post-baccalaureate, and graduate stu-
dents from across the country met.

 “I’ve returned to work at the National Fish and Wildlife Forensics Laboratory in the Ge-
netics Research Department [in Ashland]. My project entails estimating gene flow among 
populations of American black bear over varying distances to characterize population 
structure. The purpose of my research is to test the potential of Y chromosome genotyping 
to resolve the geographic origin of black bears at regional and population levels.

“My passion for serving others, in addition to conducting research, fuels my motivation 
for earning a doctoral degree. Upon completion of a doctoral program, I hope to apply my 
post-baccalaureate education in service of others as a research scientist in developmental 
and reproductive biology. Your support from the AAUW, Ashland Branch has brought me 
one step closer to reaching this goal.” 

Why	We	Give:
Katherine and Ron Lang
“My father was a professor of humanities and choral studies at 
the community college level. He gave up offers to teach at the 
“Ivies,” to teach the children of the working and middle classes 
at the community college level. He felt very strongly that this 
was very important, to help assist them on their quest to live 

the American Dream,” said Katherine Lang, AAUW Ashland scholarship donor.

Katherine and her husband Ron give to the AAUW Ashland Scholarship funds because 
they both feel that, for many, education is key to success. Katherine says, “It is a sad fact 
that many deserving students never make it to or through college, because of financial 
constraints. We enjoy assisting women who are bright, motivated and ambitious.” 

This year, the Langs are focusing on the Rogue Community College Endowment. Ron and 
Katharine feel fortunate to be able to provide some assistance to a few of those women, on 
their journey through higher education.

AAUW	Ashland	
Celebrates	20	Years	
of	Scholarship	
Programs!
Compiled and edited by Wanda Chin, 
Scholarship Co-Chair

Give and celebrate 20 years of AAUW 
Ashland’s scholarship programs! In 1996 
AAUW Ashland Branch members pooled 
together small donations and monies 
through our annual budget and created 
an endowment fund at Southern Oregon 
University. 

“The AAUW Memorial Scholarship for 
SOU Women Students was established by 
a $5,000 contribution from Mary Myers,” 
Jean Conger tells of our scholarship 
program’s history. 

In 2007, at Rogue Community College, 
Suzanne Witucki and Jenny Thurston 
created an AAUW Ashland Branch annual 
scholarship. In 2015, Elaine and Dick Sweet 
donated funds to seed the AAUW Ashland 
Endowment Fund at RCC. 

Today, there are 4 ways you can support 
women pursuing their studies in the Rogue 
Valley! Be inspired by one of our scholars, 
SOU undergraduate Adriana Alexander 
and donors, AAUW Ashland member and 
her husband, Katharine and Ron Lang.

Together, AAUW Ashland continues our 
legacy to support women students on their 
education quest.

Adriana Alexander 

Katherine and Ron Lang

4 ways to Give!
To AAUW Ashland Scholarships
Scholarship funds are managed by each 

institution’s Foundation.

Donations made to the Annual Funds 
will be used this year for scholarships 
awarded in May 2016.

Endownment Funds were established 
to benefit young women for years to 
come. The principal remains intact and 
the earnings will be used exclusively for 
AAUW Ashland Scholarships at RCC and 
SOU. This year, next year, forever.

Check Writing Instructions:
Use a separate check for each fund.

Gifts for Southern Oregon University:
Make a check to SOU Foundation
Memo line:
1.		AAUW	Annual
2.		AAUW	Endowment

Gift for Rogue Community College:
Make a check to: RCC Foundation
Memo line:
3.		AAUW	Annual
4.		AAUW	Endowment

Gifts of every size are appreciated!
No gift is too small or large!

All contributions are tax-deductible.

Your employer may have a Matching 
Gift Policy. Inquire if they will match 
your donation.

Mail checks to:
Christine Fernlund
1579 Woodland Drive
Ashland, OR 97504
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Membership	
News

Our branch now has 169 members, again 
making us the largest branch in Oregon. 
Meet 5 more of our new members.

Samantha	Evans	grew up in Grants Pass 
and came back to the Rogue Valley in 
2009 after graduating from the University 
of Oregon School of Law.  She currently 
practices criminal defense at Southern 
Oregon Public Defender, Inc.  Her hobbies 
include yoga, hiking and hanging out with 
her Chihuahua, Vinny.

Lesley	Kaufman	originally hails from 
Massachusetts where she earned her B.S. 
in Nutrition.  Her career includes working 
as a Registered Dietitian and transitioning 
into business via the medical products 
development field, in the early 90’s, she 
landed in Medicare Insurance Sales and 
is now moving into full retirement.  She 
has a M.S. in Counseling which she has 
used throughout her professional career.  
Recently, she and her husband moved 
to Ashland from Tucson, AZ., and she 
is loving the cultural atmosphere and 
stimulating people. Lesley enjoys a book 
club, lectures, OLLI courses, making new 
friends, and volunteer opportunities. 

Rosalie	Matthews	first joined AAUW 
as an undergraduate at University 
of California, Santa Cruz.  Through 
AAUW, she attended the Student Leader 
Conference in D.C., and helped direct a 

program to encourage young women to 
enter electoral politics.  She received her 
degree in feminist studies and attended 
law school to focus on gender-equity 
and public policy.  Now she works as a 
court-appointed criminal defense attorney 
in Medford, and is interested in issues 
surrounding the treatment of women 
in jails and prisons. Rosalie moved to 
Ashland from Eugene in late October of 
2015.  She likes road trips, hiking and 
surfing. Recently, she took up skiing and 
getting back into yoga.

Marcella	Theeman arrived in Ashland 15 
years ago. Her circuitous route to Oregon 
started on the East Coast where she grew 
up  (Washington, DC area) and received 
her education. With degrees in Biology and 
Nutrition, she spent many years working as 
a Registered Dietitian/Nutrition Educator. 
After leaving the East Coast her homes 
included Los Angeles, the Bay Area, and 
Tucson, AZ . In addition to her career in 
nutrition, she has also worked as an organ-
ic gardener. Her current passion is learning 
and sharing scientific fingerprint and hand 
analysis as a tool for self-awareness and 
personal growth. She recently walked the 
Camino de Santiago. She enjoys running, 
hiking, theater, gardening, volunteering at 
the animal shelter, and the Sun Magazine 
Discussion Group. 

Connie	Trantham	grew up in Oklahoma, 
where she earned a BA in Liberal Studies. 
Over the course of her 40 year career, she 
worked as an administrative director for 
graduate medical education programs 
at The University of Oklahoma, The 
University of California at Los Angeles, 
and Harvard. In early 2015, Connie 
embarked on a post-retirement “gap year” 
trip to Europe, where she spent most of 
the year living in Italy, France and Great 
Britain. Upon her return, she moved to 
Jacksonville this past December to be near 
her daughter and son-in-law. She also 
is a cousin of AAUW Ashland member, 
Linda LIpkind. Connie plans to develop 
a retirement routine that allows her time 
to read and to pursue her interests in 
genealogy and writing.

Welcome to each of you!

Oregon	
AAUW	News

AAUW Medford: 
“Impact of Climate Change in the Rogue 
and Applegate Valleys and What We Can 
Do to Help” 
When:	Saturday,	March	5,	10	am

Where:	Branch	meeting	in	the	Large	
room	at	the	Medford	Public	Library

“The National Pay Equity Debate”
When:	Saturday,	April	2,	10	am

Where:	Large	room	of	Medford	Central			
																	Library.

AAUW Grants Pass: 
“Yesteryear’s Women in Charge!”
When:	Thursday,	March	17,	6:30	pm,						
																Branch	Meeting	

Where:	Fruitdale	Grange,	Grants	Pass.	

Cindy English of the Josephine County 
Historical Society will present a living 
history program about women business 
leaders in our county. New	Members		

Orientation	and	Social
When:		

March	3,		2016,	5:30	-	7:00	pm

Where:		
at		home	of	Katharine	Lang
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Interest	
Groups

SIGN	UP	FOR	AN	INTEREST	GROUP

If you did not sign up for an interest group 
at the September meeting, and you are 
interested in joining one or more, please 
contact the individual group coordinators.  
Their contact information can be found in 
the directory.

Contact the Coordinator to join a group. 

Arts and Language

MUSICALS meets the third Monday of 
the month at 4:30, usually at the home of 
Ed Perkins. Bring a hearty snack and/or 
wine to share. A group e-mail will be sent 
out to announce which show and if there 
are any changes to the venue., Coordinator: 
Diane Novak

OPERA meets at 4 pm on the fourth 
Monday of each month.  Our next meeting 
is March 28th, at the home of  Ed Perkins.  
Join us in watching the  2014 production 
of Richard Strauss’ “Arabella” starring 
Renee Fleming and Thomas Hampson.  
Bring a hearty appetizer and wine or 
other beverage to share. For further 
information, contact the Coordinator, 
Nancy Kramarenko

PLAY READING:  March 25, 4:00 
Annette ‘ s house.  Yeoman of the Guard. 
Coordinators: Annette Lewis and Carolyn 
Peake 

SHAKESPEARE AT OSF March 9 and 23, 
reading Winter’s  Tale.  Annette ‘ s house 
12:30-3:00.Coordinators: Annette Lewis and 
Peggy Audibert  

Book Groups

ADELANTE! Online book group 
sponsored by AAUW. Go to www.aauw/
org/resource/adelante-book-list. In   
recognition of Women’s History Month, 
March’s book is “The Invention of Wings” 
by Sue Monk Kidd, the story of Hetty 
“Handful” Grimke, a slave in early 19th 
century Charleston, who yearns for life 
beyond the suffocating walls of the wealthy 
Grimke household and the Grimkes’ 
daughter, Sarah, who has known from an 
early age she is meant to do something 
important in the world, but is hemmed 
in by the limits imposed on women.  We 
follow their remarkable journeys over the 
next 35 years, as both women strive for 
lives of their own, dramatically shaping 
each other’s destinies and forming a 
complex relationship. Kidd goes beyond 
the record to flesh out the rich interior 
lives of all of her characters, both real and 
invented.

BRAIN BOOKS will discuss “The Honest 
Truth About Dishonesty: How We Lie to 
Everyone--Especially Ourselves” (2013) 
by Dan Ariely, on March 22, 2016, 1:30-
3:30 pm, in Ashland Public Library, 
Guanajuato Room.   Within our brains 
are contradictory forces that push us to 
cheat and/or keep us honest.  Draws on 
experimental and other research results.  
Coordinator: Sandra Coyner 

DAY BOOK GROUP On March 16th Day 
Books will be discussing ”All The Light 
We Cannot See” by Anthony Doerr.  We 
will meet at the home of Maureen Wilson-
Jarrard and Elaine Hamlin will be leading 

the discussion. Please let Maureen know if 
you plan to join us that day.  Coordinator: 
Laurie Carter 

MONDAY EVENING BOOKS will be 
meeting at Jean Conger’s home on March 
14th at 7 pm to discuss “Americanah” 
by Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie.  Please 
contact Shannon Stuver with any 
questions. Coordinators: Shannon Stuver & 
Mary Coombs 

DAY NONFICTION BOOK GROUP: 
We read books on historical or current 
topics at the homes of members on 
the 1st Wednesday at 1 pm. On March 
2,  a discussion of “George, Nicholas & 
Wilhelm: Three Royal Cousins and the 
Road to World War I” by Miranda Carter 
will be led by Karen Hueston at the 
home of Priscilla Arnold. Carpooling is 
encouraged. Coordinator: Linda Lipkind 

EVENING NONFICTION GROUP: 
The newly organized evening nonfiction 
group meets on the third Wednesday of 
each month at 7 pm, thus March 16. We 
are reading the same books as the day 
nonfiction group. Coordinator: Ellen Fowler

THURSDAY EVENING MYSTERY 
group meets the second Thursday of each 
month at 7 pm to discuss that month’s 
book choice. In March we will meet on 
March 10 in the home of Sandy Theis to 
discuss “Turnstone,”  by Graham Hurley.  
If you’re interested in joining the group, 
please contact Carol Ryan Madden 
or Rosemary Adalian.  Coordinators: 
Rosemary Adalian and Carol Ryan Madden

Dining, Games, Genealogy,  
and Knitting

POTLUCK DINNER GROUP:   Spring is 
almost here and the Potluck Dinner group 
will meet on Tuesday April 5th to enjoy 
dinner together. Please meet at Elaine 
Sweet’s home, 150 Manzanita St. at 6 pm. 
Bring something spring-like to share and 
a bottle of wine. Make sure you RSVP to 
Elaine if you want to be able to sit in a 
chair. Coordinator: Elaine Sweet

BOARD GAMES meets the 1st 
Wednesday at 7 pm. Our March meeting 
is March 2 at Diana Spade’s home. RSVP 
to Diana and Christy. Coordinator: Christy 
Austermann

GENEALOGY: The Genealogy Group 
meets on the 4th Thursday, 1-3 pm, at 
the Jackson County Genealogy Library, 
3405 S. Pacific Hwy., Medford. Our March 
meeting will be on Thursday, March 24.  
Any Ashland AAUW member interested 
in family research (beginning or advanced) 
who would like to share discoveries and 
tips with the group is welcome. We will 
help you get started.Coordinator: Linda 
Lipkind 

KNITTERS AND STITCHERS will meet 
Thursday, March 10 at the home of Marlyn 
Barrick at 1 pm.  Please RSVP to Marlyn if 
you would like to attend, and bring a hand 
project to work on. Coordinators: Michaela 
Rae and Peggy Audibert 

www.aauw/org/resource/adelante-book-list. 
www.aauw/org/resource/adelante-book-list. 
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AAUW ASHLAND 
FEBRUARY BRANCH MEETING

Speaker at our February meeting, State 
AAUW Public Policy Chair, Trish Garner and 
Regina Ayars, our branch Public Policy Chair.

Co-president	Bessie	Azari

New	member,	Barbara	Saigo

New	member,	Colleen	
Patrick-Riley

	Pat	Brewer,	new	member	Diana	Versluis		(see	Feb.	issue	of	Vision		for	bio),	Karen	
Spence,	and	Margaret	Karsten

AAUW	members	participating		at	Feb.6		Membership	meeting

Margaret	Dole	and	Sylvia	Whitman

Photos by Linda Lipkind
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Ashland	Vision 
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Oregon, Branch of AAUW
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Co Presidents: 
Bessie Azari and Mimi Pippel

Financial Officer: 
Christine Fernlund

Recording Secretaries: 
Peggy Moore and Christine Fernlund
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Karen Spence

Public Policy Co-Chairs: 
Regina Ayars and Gretchen King
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Rosemary Adalian
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Ellen Fowler, Sharan Newman
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Chris Licata 

Photographer: 
Alice Mallory

Readers: 
Ellen Fowler, Karen Leng, 

Alice Mallory, Sharan Newman
Newsletter deadline is the 15th of the month. 

Photos of interest group activities are welcome.

AAUW Ashland Website: 
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In principle and in practice, AAUW values and 
seeks a diverse membership. There shall be no 

barriers to full participation in this organization 
on the basis of gender, race, creed, age, sexual 
orientation, national origin, disability or class.

The	Next	Salon

The next salon features two of our 
incredible members who have recently 
walked El Camino de Santiago de 
Compostela. Suzanne Duncan and her 
husband walked the full 500 miles of the 
pilgrimage trail starting in The Pyrennes. 
After they reached Santiago de Compostela 
they walked the extension which reaches 
the sea!

Nancy Schulman and her friend walked 
the Camino from the Portugal side 
which is not as well known. They walked 
approximately 300 miles.

You could say that Suzanne and Nancy not 
only “talked the talk, but they WALKED 
the WALK”!

We have a new member, Marcella 
Theeman who has also walked El Camino 
and Margaret Dole who has walked parts 
of it. Are there more of you? 

WE really have incredible women in our 
branch!

When:	Thursday,	March	31,	4-5:30		pm
Where:	at	the	home	of	Chris	Donchin

A full house signed up at the Feb 6 
meeting. We always have last minute 
cancellations, so please let me know if 
you’d like to be on the waiting list.

The cost is $10 which is a contribution 
to AAUW Funds (the state and national 
funds for their outreach programs)

Wine and tea and light fare is served.

Chris Donchin, Chair 
Karen Spence, Co-Chair 

Come to Medford for the AAUW State Convention!
April	22–24,	at	the	Inn	at	the	Commons

Having a convention in Medford is the best: easy for us to get to and we’re not in charge  
of anything! We get to choose from many workshops: 

Friday	6	pm:	
Convention opening, dinner, keynote 
address by Ashland’s Detective Carrie Hull

Saturday	8:30	am:	
“Unsung Women in STEM” by Gloria 
Holland and Readers’ Theater

Saturday	10:15	am:	
Pick 1 of 3 Branch training workshops:

•	 Building Inclusive Branches
•	 Leading & Volunteers
•	 Marketing to New Audiences

Saturday	1:15	pm:	
Pick 1 of 5 following workshops:

•	 Women and Mental Health
•	 Membership Counterparts
•	 Communication Counterparts
•	 New Ideas for C/U Partnerships
•	 ChiPS: Civics, History, and Political 

Science

Saturday	6	pm:	
AAUW Funds Banquet: Breaking Barriers 
Achievement Award to Brenda Tracy for 
her work to protect the rights of victims of 
sexual assault in Oregon

Sunday	9:15	am: 
3 plenary sessions for all attendees: 

•	 Panel Discussion on Title IX
•	 Public Policy Updates from Trish 

Garner
•	 Campus Assault: Life after a Campus 

Rape

Details on all of these + Enrichment 
activities can be found in the “Oregon 
Spring News” at the Oregon State website: 
http://aauw-or.aauw.net 

•	 Click on Oregon News Spring 2016 section 1  
for descriptions of events and 
workshops. 

•	 Click on Oregon News Spring 2016 section 2  
for the Registration Form.

All these events for only $55—assuming 
you sleep in your own bed. Meals are 
extra—see the registration form. Mail your 
registration form by April 4.

   —Pat Brewer

http://ashland-or.aauw.net 
http://aauw-or.aauw.net
http://aauw-or.aauw.net/files/2016/02/ON_Spring2016_Web_section1.pdf
http://aauw-or.aauw.net/files/2016/02/ON_Spring2016_Web_section2.pdf

