
March 23 Health Reform Program

Health reform is changing the way healthcare 
is delivered in fundamental ways. Along with 
treating sickness, health care professionals  
must now promote wellness with equal vigor. 
Patients are no longer passive recipients of 
healthcare but active and vocal partners. 
At our March 23 meeting, we’ll hear from experts at 
Asante Ashland Community Hospital explain how 
recent changes in health care affect women, how to 
find the right doctor and become an advocate for 
your own care, and topics of importance for women 
of all ages.  The program will include presentations 
by panelists, Q&A, and table talks.

When:      March 23, 2016, 5:30-7:30 pm

Where:    SOU Stevenson Union, Rogue River Room

Don’t miss this opportunity to hear from our 
AAUW of Oregon Public Policy Chair, Patricia 
(Trish) Garner. Trish is a member of both the 
Portland and the Astoria AAUW branches and 
served as co-president in Astoria. As AAUW 
of Oregon Public Policy Chair she mobilizes 
AAUW of OR resources in order to influence 
the state legislative process in accomplishing 
these goals:

“I have been involved in advocacy in one way or another for virtually 
my entire adult life. I practiced law as a criminal trial attorney, both 
as a prosecutor and for the defense. I also have a masters in social 
work, and worked as a mediator. As is the case with many of my 
fellow AAUW of Oregon members, I have seen the effects of inequity 
regarding women and girls on an up-close-and-personal basis.”
We are delighted that Trish is traveling to our end of the state to 
share her experience and insights in promoting AAUW’s mission. 
Medford, Klamath Falls, and Grants Pass branch members have been 
invited.  There will be time for Q&A and table talk.  Join us!

When:      Saturday, February 6 
                    9:30 am social time; 10 am program

Where:    Stevenson Union, SOU, Rogue River Room
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State AAUW 
Public Policy Chair Speaks 
at our February 6 Meeting

Trish Garner

February 6, Saturday, 10:00 am–12n: Membership meeting,  
speaker Trish Garner, AAUW State Director of Public Policy

March 23 Wednesday, 5:30–7:30 pm: Asante Hospital presentation  
on new technologies and ideas for women’s health

April 9 Saturday, 10:00 am–12n: Presidents’ Meeting 

April 22–24 Friday, Saturday and Sunday: AAUW State Convention  
at Inn at The Commons, 200 N Riverside Ave, Medford

May 27 Friday, 5:00-8:00 pm: Celebration of Scholars Event & Social

2016 BRANCH MEETINGS/PROGRAMS  

http://ashland-or.aauw.net
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From November 30, 2015

Financial Matters
Jean Conger announced that proposed 
decisions on matters under discussion 
at the Fundraising Committee will be 
presented at the January meeting for 
discussion and recommendations. 
Christine Fernlund reported there is 
$3,364 in the AAUW fund, including the 
contributions from the November forum. 

WIN Project 2016 
Gretchen King announced that the Dunn 
House group decided on a new refrigerator 
for this year’s project, which will be 
presented at the January Branch meeting. 

Celebration of Scholars Chair
We still need a chair or co-chairs for this 
important May event. Bessie suggested 
two primary areas need  leaders– 
Refreshments and Program. Elaine Sweet 
offered to help the refreshment group. If 

we can’t find someone(s) to lead the effort 
we won’t be able to hold it. 

Nominating Committee for 2016–17 
Officers & Chairs
April hopefully has showers and also brings 
the opportunity for members to sign up to 
serve as officers and committee chairs. This 
is a wonderful opportunity for new and 
seasoned members to step into leadership 
roles for our AAUW Ashland branch. 
Please contact Bessie or Mimi if you have 
an interest. 

Updates
Bessie Azari, Mimi Pippel, Kathy Brandon, 
and Dianne Pickar attended the South 
District meeting in Grants Pass. It was a 
good opportunity to network.  
The Chamber of Commerce website has  
been updated thanks to Jean Conger.
Judy Shih will be spending about three 
months a year in their new home in Pasade-
na and thus is resigning from her position 
as University Partnership Chair. We thank 
Judy for her service and will be seeking a 
replacement for this important post.
 —Peggy Moore, Co-Secretary

Board 
Notes Presidents’ Message

AAUW Ashland Accomplishments – 2015-16

We are very proud of the work our branch has been doing this year through the 
efforts of our ambitious and dedicated board of directors and members. At our  
next board meeting we will have a mid-year review of our Strategic Plan, which  
was presented to the board last fall.  

We have already achieved a number of our goals: 

ü Phase 2 of our website.  It’s a slow process but our Designing Divas 
Team continues to add more information about our branch and is trying  
to make it even more user friendly.  They welcome any suggestions from  
our membership.  

ü More SOU students are attending our branch meetings. During 
our first year as University Partners with Southern Oregon University,  
College University Co-Chairs Mimi Pippel and Olena Black have been 
busy encouraging students to submit applications for a scholarship 
being offered by the State AAUW to attend the National Conference 
for College Women Student Leaders. And, we are working with the 
student government office to promote e-student registration.  Having our 
meetings on campus makes it much easier for them to attend. Plus, we 
love the facility! 

ü We have begun working on informational packets to use when we  
solicit the community for contributions. We now have 501c3 non-profit  
status we are excited about the fundraising opportunities opening up for  
our branch.  

ü We recently completed reviewing and updating our bylaws and are  
pleased to announce we have met our required obligations with State      
and National. These bylaws should provide a solid direction for our       
future leaders. 

ü Our Public Policy Team is sending eight members to Salem for 
Lobby Day on February 10th. Lobby On, Women!  

We’re proud of our accomplishments and optimistic about those goals we are still 
working on. We feel blessed and encouraged that our branch is making a difference 
in the lives of women in our community! Can’t ask for more than that!

Submitted by Mimi Pippel – a very grateful Co-President!

NOMINATIONS ARE NOW BEING ACCEPTED…
Elected offices on the Board of Directors vacant for next year are Co-President, Financial 
Officer, and Member-at-Large. You are encouraged to consider members who you could 
recommend to these leadership roles. You may nominate yourself or other members. 
Nominees for President should have experience in leadership within our branch. The 
Financial Officer should have experience with budgeting and managing accounts. The 
member-at-large can be a new member with an interest in serving on the Board on 
behalf of the general membership.
You will find job descriptions at our branch website. You may also contact Bessie Azari 
or Mimi Pippel to learn more about the duties of the positions.
Please send your nominations to Bessie. 
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In Her Own Words: 
Scholars Report
Compiled by Wanda Chin
Scholarship Co-Chair
AAUW Ashland’s 
scholarships support 
students attending Rogue 
Community College 
and Southern Oregon 
University, enabling them 
to devote more time 
to their studies.  Each 
month, our scholars will 
tell us in their own words 
about their studies and learning experiences. This month 
we are featuring Christina Spencer, Southern Oregon 
University graduate student.
“I graduated summa cum laude in June with my 
Bachelor in Science—Psychology, at Southern Oregon 
University. During the summer, I continued to work for 
Family Solutions and Osher Lifelong Learning Institute. 
I also worked in the program, ISRS (In-Home Safety and 
Reunification Services), which helps parents keep their 
children. 
In late September, I began a Master in Clinical Mental 
Health Counseling program at SOU. I am currently 
learning the techniques and theories that I will need 
when I start to see real clients next term. I am practicing 
my techniques on my cohort members.”

   2016 SCHOLARSHIP KICKOFF!

LEAP Year Into Scholarships! 

“… the thought of being where I am now, 
was a future hope, but now it’s coming 
true with dedication and the help of those 
who believe in me.” 

—Dawn Metcalf, RCC scholarship recipient.
AAUW Ashland translates belief into real dollars and cents for 
women to continue their education and advance their lives. 
Through our partnerships with Rogue Community College 
and Southern Oregon University we can support women from 
diverse backgrounds and academic studies, and who already 
demonstrate leadership skills. What a difference for women to 
be able to lessen the need to work two or three jobs and reduce 
their overall student loan debt!
February starts our annual scholarship drive for 2016! 
Around Valentine’s Day you will receive a request in the mail 
for scholarship donations. We invite you to give and grow 
the financial support through our annual and endowment 
scholarship funds. 
Join the scholarship committee members to review the 
applications: Peggy Moore, Elaine Sweet, Christine Fernlund, 
Suzanne Hering, Susan Henderson, Vivian Stubblefield, Mary 
Coombs, Priscilla Arnold, Lynda Gutierrez, Karen Wilson, 
Katharine Lang, Carole Florian, and Sandy Thies and Wanda 
Chin, co-chairs. 
If you’re interested in serving on the AAUW Ashland 
Scholarship Committee, email wanda.wchin@gmail.com.

AAUW Ashland Scholars

Christina Spencer, Southern Oregon 
University graduate student

Five Important Things to Know About AAUW 
Ashland Scholarships

1. YOU – our AAUW Ashland members fund 
our scholarships! Together strong we work to 
enable other sisters to get an education and 
make a difference to their own lives, family, and 
community!

2. AAUW Ashland awarded scholarships to 8 
women at SOU and RCC, in diverse majors and 
pre-professional programs; at community college, 
undergraduate and graduate levels.

3. Our partners are Southern Oregon University 
Foundation (SOU) and Rogue Community 
College Foundation (RCC).  With the help of 
each financial aid office, applicants are matched 
with funds for which they qualify. Each quarter 
the accounting office applies one third of the 
scholarship award to the student’s account to 
cover any university expense (i.e. tuition, on-
campus housing, fees, and books); no checks 
are issued directly to students. No interest or 
earnings are accrued on these funds.

4. Our AAUW Ashland Scholarship Committee 
reviews the applications, interviews the finalist 
candidates, and selects scholars to receive our 
scholarship awards. 

5. Annual Funds and Endowment Funds are 
available for both partner schools! Please 
consider making a donation to an AAUW 
endowment fund through a will or trust, or right 
now! Since the principal remains intact, the 
endowment funds can provide income to fund 
scholarships indefinitely.  Contact Jean Conger 
for more information.
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The Florence Schneider Award
Florence Schneider 
was a strong proponent 
and lifetime member 
of AAUW. She received 
our Outstanding 
Member Award in 1988 
and 1989. In 1990 she 
was an Educational 
Foundation Named 
Grant honoree. 
Florence and her 
husband, Bill, had a 

dynamic impact on SOU, OSF, and other community 
programs. Perhaps the most visible signs today are 
the Schneider Museum of Art and the Schneider 
Children’s Center.
In the Ashland Branch, Florence is most remembered 
as an active recruiter and mentor for new members, 
especially younger women. As one of her recruits, 
Joan Thorndike said, “Florence . . . forced us to keep 
learning, she pushed each of us beyond what seemed 
comfortable, she acted as an unbeatable role model, 
she expected us to question, and she expected us to 

show up and contribute.” Many of our members have 
such stories of the impact this energetic woman had 
on their lives, a woman who passionately believed that 
AAUW should be an important part of every educated 
woman’s life.
After Florence’s death in 1999, our Branch established 
the Florence Schneider Award in 2000 to honor 
other members with outstanding service to AAUW 
and the Ashland Branch. Each year a committee of 
former recipients selects an Ashland Branch member 
for this award from nominations submitted by our 
membership. 
The recipient should exemplify the following values 
drawn from the life of Florence Schneider:

Longstanding service to and loyal member  
of AAUW
Committed to AAUW’s goals of lifelong 
education, equity for women and girls, and 
positive societal change
Serves as a strong mentor for strong women
Values intergenerational living
Shares personal talents in a thoughtful and 
deliberate manner.

We invite you to e-mail your nomination, with a 
description of the service this member has given to 
the Branch, to Pat Brewer by February 10. This award 
will be presented at the April meeting. Past recipients: 
Norma Curtis and Betty Lou Dunlop, Helen Seiber, 
Treva Tumbleson, Laura Patton, Bettie Henry, Claire 
Carroll, Jan Waitt, Eleanore Perkins, Jean Conger, 
Suzanne Duncan, Diana Quirk, Nancy McLaughlin,  
Pat Brewer, Sherri Morgan, Carryl Breon, Elaine Sweet. 

Florence Schneider

Support Tatsiana Asheichyk 
AAUW Ashland Scholarship Recipient
Tatsiana Asheichyk, AAUW scholarship winner and award-winning 
classical pianist, will be performing two recitals in February 2106. She 
is raising funds to bring her mother from Belarus to hear her perform 
her graduate recital.  Tatsiana’s mother has never been to the U.S. and 
has not heard her daughter play during the years that led to Tatsiana’s  
SOU bachelor’s degree, summa cum laude, in piano performance in 
2014. The one hour recitals will include a rich and diverse selection of 
classical music.
When and where:

Sunday February 21 at 4 pm,  
Grace Lutheran Church,  
660 Frances Lane, Ashland
Saturday February 27 at 7 pm,  
First Presbyterian Church,  
85 Holly Street, Medford

We can support Tatsiana in two ways:

Come to one (or both) of her recitals
Encourage your friends and family to come

For more information about Tatsiana and her remarkable journey 
from Belarus to Ashland, check out her website: www.asheichyk.com

Charitable Partners — These five members have pledged to make a donation to either the AAUW/
SOU or AAUW/RCC Scholarship Fund every time an AAUW member uses their services or refers someone who 
uses their services. We thank them for their generosity and dedication to AAUW.

Julie Downey, Broker 
Gateway Real Estate  
541 261 -7939
www.gateway-realestate.com/julie-downey

Christina Licata Broker 
John L. Scott Real Estate, Medford 
541-414-7273
christinalicata@johnlscott.com
www.christinalicata.johnlscott.com

Liz Murphy, CFP MBA/Financial Advisor
Raymond James Financial Services
541-779-9907
Liz.Murphy@RaymondJames.com
raymondjames.com/lizmurphy

Annette Pugh, Broker
Gateway Real Estate
541-840-1455
eap@mind.net

Sara Walker, Broker
Patricia Sprague Real Estate
541-951-5454 
sara@hatsoff2u.com
www.hatsoff2u.com

www.gateway-realestate.com/julie-downey
mailto:christinalicata%40johnlscott.com%20?subject=
http://www.christinalicata.johnlscott.com%20%20
mailto:Liz.Murphy%40RaymondJames.com%20?subject=
http://raymondjames.com/lizmurphy
mailto:eap%40mind.net?subject=
mailto:sara%40hatsoff2u.com%20?subject=
www.hatsoff2u.comhttp://
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Community Projects
WIN—The Refrigerettes Kick Off Successful Dunn House Fundraiser 
A huge thank you to Sylvia Whitman and her Refrigerettes (Joan Roberts, 
Alice Mallory, Linda Moreland, and Laurie Carter) for their performance at the 
January meeting.  They did an amazing job of kicking off our annual fundraiser supporting 
Dunn House.  Our goal this year is to purchase a new, large, energy-efficient  refrigerator for the 
shelter, replacing the aging appliance now in their kitchen.  The total cost will be about $2,100 
and we need only another $35 to reach that goal. If you have not had a chance to contribute and 
are interested, please send your checks to our treasurer Christine Fernlund. Every contribution is 
appreciated.  Make checks out to AAUW with WIN in the memo line.

Maslow Project—Gift cards to purchase underwear, socks and personal items
Thanks to your generosity at the holiday party, we raised $750 to buy $10 gift cards from 
Fred Meyer and Target for homeless AHS girls through the Maslow Project. The cards were 
delivered just before the holiday break in time to restock the project’s supply of underwear 
and socks.  “I want to thank you for all your support this month,” said Mary Keiser, AHS 

Maslow coordinator. “We really appreciate your contributions.” This time of year the girls need 
warm clothes. Used clothes may be delivered to Maslow at the AHS office during school hours.

Lunch Buddies—Program grew to 48 girls
The Lunch Buddies segment of the Soroptimist Strong Girls Strong Women Program 
grew from 28 last year to 48 this year.  Most of the growth came from grades 2-3 girls.  
AAUW Ashland has partnered with Soroptimist for the last 7 years to provide mentors 
for the girls. This year 16 AAUW women will have lunch with their girls monthly at Helman 
Elementary.  Both Sally Peterson and Helen Halderman have two Lunch Buddy girls.  
(See pictures attached. Sally Peterson and Violet Hering, Helen Halderman 

and Amelia Wilkinson.  Helman has approved using the 
girls’ pictures in the newsletter.)

Public 
Policy

ACTION TOOLS
Start out the new year using the tools that 
AAUW provides to make taking public 
policy action easy and fast!

AAUW ACTION NETWORK
It only takes 2 minutes to be an activist! 
The AAUW Action Network helps any 
member with an interest and an e-mail 
address to take action to affect the 
outcome of important policy issues. Action 
Network links direct to AAUW’s Two-
Minute Activist, where you can read a brief 
summary of a current issue and then click 
to send a letter to Congress. To subscribe, 
visit www.aauw.org/actionnetwork. 

AAUW WASHINGTON UPDATE
It’s a free members-only weekly e-bulletin. 
It offers an insider’s view on the legislative 
process, the latest policy news, resources 
for advocates, programming ideas, and 
updates from the Public Policy and 
Government Relations Department. 
AAUW members are encouraged to 
subscribe by e-mailing VoterEd@aauw.org.

LAF EXPRESS E-NEWSLETTER
The AAUW Legal Advocacy Fund (LAF) 
works to challenge sex discrimination 
in higher education and the workplace. 
The LAF Express, a monthly publication, 
informs state and branch members 
about the latest news, deadlines, and 
programming resources related to our 
work in the courtroom. To sign up go to 
www.aauw.org/resource/laf-express.

—Regina Ayars
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Membership 
News

Introducing 3 of our new members.
Colleen Patrick-Riley was born in 
Anchorage Alaska in 1950 when it was a 
territory. She loved growing up and living 
in Alaska, and really enjoyed the 40 years 
she worked as a clinical social worker 
with children, families, and adults who 
experienced mental illness. She worked for 
psychiatric hospitals in New Zealand and 
Alaska, ran a non-profit family agency, and 
retired in 2013 from the State of Alaska 
after 25 years having helped to create 
mental health programs inside Department 
of Corrections facilities, and supervising 
release programs for seriously mentally ill 
adults. As much as she loved working, she 
surprised herself by not missing it since 
retirement. She and her husband Kent 
moved to Ashland fall 2015 for the culture, 
climate and atmosphere. Ashland now feels 
like home. She is enjoying OSF, OLLI, and 
YMCA, and is looking forward to getting 
involved with AAUW.
Dr. Barbara Woodworth Saigo is a 4th-
generation Oregonian, growing up in the 
northwestern part of the state.  She has 
degrees in Biology (Willamette University), 
Zoology (Oregon State University), and 
Science Education (University of Iowa).  
She and her husband Roy (currently 
President of SOU) met in graduate school 
at OSU and have enjoyed academic 
careers in Wisconsin, Iowa, Louisiana, 
Alabama, Minnesota, and now Oregon.  
They married in 1967 and have 3 children, 
3 grandchildren, and a dog.  Barbara 
has coauthored textbooks in botany, 
environmental science, and science and 

mathematics education.  As a writer and 
publisher, she professionally assists others 
with project and manuscript development 
and publication.  Barbara is interested in 
everything and especially enjoys road trips, 
camping, nature-related activities, and 
reading.
Diana Versluis was born and raised on 
Maui. After graduating from the University 
of Hawaii, she worked in broadcasting.  
Married with three kids, her family moved 
to Los Angeles, where she worked in TV 
news, then as an actor (SAG) and voice 
over announcer (AFTRA)--a time of many 
auditions and “cattle calls” and occasionally 
getting a role.  She says not to look for her in 
a scene with Bert Reynolds in the film The 
Man Who Loved Women (1983) because 
she ended up on the cutting room floor.  
Diana moved to Ashland thirty-three 
years ago to do production work, and then 
earned an EdD from OSU. She taught at 
RCC, then at SOU until retiring in June of 
2015. For the past eight years, she has been 
donating her voice at SOPTV. She also 
enjoys hiking, quilting, movies, and taiko 
(Japanese drumming).  
And also, a warm welcome back to 
Caroline Morse. We are glad to have you 
among us again!
Welcome to you all!

 —Karen Spence, Membership Team Chair

Upcoming Events

AAUW Medford: “All About Title IX”

Saturday, February 6, 10 am, Branch 
meeting in the Large room at the Medford 
Public Library. Presented by the SOU Title 
IX coordinator.
AAUW Medford: “Impact of Climate 
Change in the Rogue and Applegate 
Valleys and What We Can Do  to Help” 

Saturday, March 5, 10 am, Branch 
meeting in the Large room at the Medford 
Public Library

AAUW Grants Pass: “Today’s Women  
in Charge! ”

Saturday, February 20, 10 am, Branch 
Meeting, Fruitdale Grange. Teri Mansur, 
of Women Entrepreneurs of Southern 
Oregon, will be the guest speaker.  
AAUW Grants Pass: 8th Annual  
Girls Rock!

Saturday, February 27, 8:30 am, Grants 
Pass High School.  
Girls Rock! is a fun-filled event for 
girls ages 9–13, who with their parents 
participate in activities that foster 
communication and explore the fields 
of science, math, and technology. The 
event is sponsored by AAUW, Zonta, and 
Soroptimist International of River Valley.

Oregon 
AAUW News

In Our Thoughts
A card was sent to Pat Knoble upon 
learning that she had been dealing 
with some health issues.

—Rosemary Adalian

Reading List for GSWS 201: Introduction to Gender, 
Sexuality, and Women’s Studies
Kylan DeVries, one of our terrific January speakers, has supplied us with a reading 
list used in connection with the SOU GSWS 201 course.  If you are interested, please 
contact Ellen Fowler for a complete copy.  

AAUW STATE CONVENTION APRIL 22-24
Get ready for the State Convention held in Medford on April 22-
24 at the Inn at the Commons.  One of the many highlights will 
be the Salem Branch Readers’ Theater troupe performing a new 
play titled “Breaking Barriers III – The Unsung Heroes of STEM.”  
This hour-long docu-drama explores American women who have 
made exceptional contributions to the STEM fields, yet remain 

relatively unknown.  You’ll learn about Nobel Prize winners, astronauts, architects, and 
inventors.  This production includes audience participation, humor, action, and noise!
The keynote speaker will be Ashland’s own Detective Carrie Hull, and the national leader 
visiting the convention will be Kristin Lang, College/University Campus Leadership 
Programs Manager.
Mark your calendars now so you don’t miss this event!
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Interest 
Groups

Contact the Coordinator to join a group. 

Arts and Language
MUSICALS meets the third Monday of 
the month at 4:30, usually at the home of 
Ed Perkins. Bring a hearty snack and/or 
wine to share. A group e-mail will be sent 
out to announce which show and if there 
are any changes to the venue. Coordinator: 
Diane Novak 
OPERA meets at 4 pm on the fourth 
Monday of each month. Our next 
meeting is on February 29 at the home 
of Ed Perkins. Join us to watch Boito’s 
“Mephistopheles,” listed as one of the 
best DVDs of 2015 by Opera News. Bring 
a hearty appetizer and wine or other 
beverage to share. Coordinator: Nancy 
Kramarenko
PLAY READING:  The February 26 
reading will take place at Carolyn Peake’s 
home at 4 pm. Coordinators: Annette Lewis 
and Carolyn Peake 
SHAKESPEARE AT OSF will continue to 
meet at Annette’s house on the second and 
fourth Wednesdays of each month from 
12:30 to 3 pm. We are currently reading 
“Hamlet”, continuing with “Winter’s Tale”. 
Bring a script and read with us. Coordina-
tors: Annette Lewis and Peggy Audibert  

Book Groups
ADELANTE! Online book group 
sponsored by AAUW. Go to www.aauw/
org/resource/adelante-book-list. In 
recognition of Black History Month, 
February’s book is ”Disgruntled: A Novel” 

by Asali Solomon, a 2001-02 AAUW 
American Fellow.  Effortlessly funny and 
achingly poignant, Asali Solomon’s long-
awaited debut novel, set in the late ‘80s and 
early ‘90s, follows Kenya Curtis from West 
Philadelphia to the suburbs, from public 
school to private, from childhood through 
adolescence, as she grows increasingly 
disgruntled by her inability to find any 
place, thing, or person that feels like home. 
BRAIN BOOKS will meet February 23 
at 1:30-3:30 pm in the Ashland Public 
Library to discuss “The Self Illusion: How 
the Social Brain Creates Identity” by Bruce 
Hood, examining the evidence that self 
is an illusion, not a reality. Coordinator: 
Sandra Coyner 
DAY BOOK GROUP meets on the third 
Wednesday from 1- 3 pm. On February 
17 we will meet at the home of Maureen 
Wilson-Jarrard to discuss “The Snow 
Child” by Eowyn Ivey. All are welcome 
to join the group. RSVP to Coordinator: 
Laurie Carter 
MONDAY EVENING BOOKS will meet 
at Linda Lipkind’s home on February 8 at 
7 pm to discuss “The Paris Wife” by Paula 
McClain. Coordinators: Shannon Stuver & 
Mary Coombs 
DAY NONFICTION BOOK GROUP: 
We read books on historical or current 
topics at the homes of members on the 
1st Wednesday at 1 pm. Our February 3 
meeting is at the home of Fran Adams to 
discuss “The Langhornes of Virginia” by 
James Fox, with Priscilla Arnold leading 
the discussion. Coordinator: Linda Lipkind 

EVENING NONFICTION GROUP: 
The newly organized evening nonfiction 
group meets on the third Wednesday of 
each month at 7 pm. On February 17 we 
will meet at the home of Gretchen King 
to discuss “The Big Short” by Michael 
Lewis. Please contact Ellen Fowler if you 
are interested in joining the new group. 
Coordinator: Ellen Fowler
THURSDAY EVENING MYSTERY will 
gather at the home of Carol Ryan Madden 
on Thursday, February 11 at 7 pm to 
discuss ”The Girl in the Spider’s Web” by 
David Lagercrantz. If you are interested in 
joining or learning more about this group, 
please contact Coordinators: Rosemary 
Adalian and Carol Ryan Madden

Dining, Games, Genealogy,  
and Knitting
POTLUCK DINNER GROUP:  Mark 
your calendars now so you don’t miss the 
February 26 Potluck Dinner Group. We 
will meet at the home of Dick and Elaine 
Sweet. Please bring something to share and 
a bottle of wine. Spouses and partners are 
welcome! Please don’t forget to RSVP to 
Elaine. I’ll send a reminder about a week 
before. Coordinator: Elaine Sweet
BOARD GAMES meets the 1st 
Wednesday at 7 pm. Our next meeting is 
February 3 at Christy Austermann’s home. 
RSVP to Christy. Coordinator: Christy 
Austermann

GENEALOGY: We usually meet on the 

4th Thursday from 1 to 3 pm at the Jackson 
County Genealogy Library, 3405 S. Pacific 
Hwy, Medford. Our next meeting will be 
on Thursday January 28. Due to a meeting 
room conflict, the February meeting 
will be held on Friday, February 26. Any 
Ashland AAUW member interested in 
family research (beginning or advanced) 
who would like to share discoveries and 
tips with the group is welcome. We will 
help you get started. Coordinator: Linda 
Lipkind 
KNITTERS AND STITCHERS will meet 
Thursday, February 11 from 1-3 pm at 
the home of Carryl Breon. Please RSVP 
directly to Carryl. Please bring with you 
a hand project to work on. Coordinators: 
Michaela Rae and Peggy Audibert 

CALLING ALL 
PHOTOGRAPHERS!
Linda Lipkind is looking for 
photos of AAUW interest groups, 
friendship circles, or other 
gatherings for inclusion in the 2016-
17 Directory.  Give your group the 
recognition it deserves and send 
any full resolution photos (with 
identification of those pictured) to 
Linda Lipkind.
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Members and friends noshed on tasty delights at 
the December holiday gathering.

Elaine Sweet and Nancy Kramarenko 
poured wine and other beverages for 
party-goers at the holiday gathering.

At the holiday party members and friends enjoyed 
conversation and tasty food and drink.

From left: Galen & Rae Otto, Kate & Jim Wolf-Vizor

Ruben & MaryCatherine Davalos

Party-goers enjoyed the AAUW holiday festivities in December at SOU’s Stevenson Union

Priscilla & Paul Arnold, Suzanne Hering

Kathy Brandon and Bessie Azari

From left: Linda Moreland, Karen Leng, Jim Moreland

Susan Elsom

Ann Barton, John Darling, Mimi Pippel

Elaine & Wayne Hamlin

2015 AAUW-Ashland Holiday Party
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January 2015 Meeting

“Syl and the Refrigerettes” helped raise 
funds for a new refrigerator for Dunn 
House with their rousing rendition of  
“The Song of the Old Refrigerator” at the 
January 2016 meeting.

From left: Laurie Carter, Linda Moreland,  
Alice Mallory, Sylvia Whitman, Joan Roberts

A full house for the January meeting  
at SOU’s Stevenson Union

Panel members representing the Gender, Sexuality & 
Women’s Studies (GSWS) department at SOU spoke 
and answered questions about new directions in gender 
identity and equity at the January meeting.

Front, from left: Sandra Coyner, moderator, with panel 
members Devora Shapiro, Amanda Singh Bans, Katie 
Butler, Amy Layton. Back: Kylan Mattias de Vries

Members engaged in lively Table Talk following the 
presentation by the GSWS panel from SOU.
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